
CHARTER OF THE CITY OF FRESNO

 
CHARTER OF THE CITY OF FRESNO

 
ARTICLE I  INCORPORATION AND SUCCESSION

 
SEC. 100.  NAME AND BOUNDARIES.  The City of Fresno, hereinafter termed 
the City, shall continue to be a municipal corporation under its present name of "City of 
Fresno." The boundaries of the City shall be the boundaries as established at the time 
this Charter takes effect, or as such boundaries may be changed thereafter in the 
manner authorized by law.  

 
SEC. 101.  SUCCESSION, RIGHTS AND LIABILITIES. The City of Fresno shall 
continue to own, possess and control all rights and property of every kind and nature 
owned, possessed or controlled by it at the time this Charter takes effect and shall be 
subject to all its debts, obligations, liabilities and contracts.  

 
SEC. 102.  ORDINANCES. All lawful ordinances, resolutions, rules and regulations, 
or portions thereof, in force at the time this Charter takes effect, and not in conflict or 
inconsistent herewith, are hereby continued in force until the same shall have been duly 
repealed, amended, changed or superseded by proper authority.  

 
SEC. 103.  CONTINUANCE OF PRESENT OFFICERS AND 
EMPLOYEES. The appointive officers of the City, except members of boards and 
commissions, and the employees of the City under the preceding Charter shall continue 
to perform the duties of their respective offices and employments without interruption 
and for the same compensations and under the same conditions until the appointment of 
their successors or until they are specifically relieved of their duties, but subject to the 
provisions of this Charter.  

 
SEC. 104.  TRANSFER OF RECORDS AND PROPERTY. All records, property 
and equipment of any office, department or agency, or part thereof, all of the powers and 
duties of which are assigned to any other office, department or agency by or pursuant to 
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this Charter, shall be transferred and delivered to the office, department or agency to 
which such powers and duties are so assigned. If part of the powers and duties of any 
office, department or agency or part thereof is assigned to another office, department or 
agency by or pursuant to this Charter, all records, property and equipment relating 
exclusively thereto shall be transferred and delivered to the office, department or agency 
to which said powers and duties are so assigned.  

 
SEC. 105.  OPERATIVE DATE OF CHARTER. For the purpose of nominating and 
electing the first Mayor and first Councilmen, the provisions of this Charter shall become 
operative when the concurrent resolution of the legislature approving this Charter is filed 
with the Secretary of State. For all other purposes this Charter shall become operative at 
twelve o'clock noon on the first Tuesday next following the date of the election of the first 
Mayor and first Councilmen and the qualification of not less than five members of the 
Council so elected. At such time the terms of all elective officers of the City under the 
preceding Charter shall terminate.  
The first council elected hereunder shall immediately by resolution create temporary 
departments for the administration of the City government and shall appoint temporary heads 
thereof, said temporary department heads to continue as such until appointment of their 
successors by the Chief Administrative Officer under the provisions of this Charter.

 
SEC. 106.  GENDER REFERENCES. It is hereby declared that any gender 
references including but not limited to the terms "man" or "men," "he," "him," or "his" in 
this Charter or any ordinances, resolutions or other written policies of the City of Fresno 
should be gender neutral and shall be amended to reflect gender neutrality when the 
particular Charter Section, ordinance, resolution or other written policy is amended for 
any purpose.  
(Amendment ratified 1988 Primary Election, June 7, 1988.)
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ARTICLE II  POWERS OF THE CITY

 
SEC. 200.  GENERAL POWERS. The City shall have the power to make and 
enforce all laws and regulations in respect to municipal affairs, subject only to such 
restrictions and limitations as may be provided in this Charter and in the Constitution of 
the State of California. It shall also have the power to exercise any and all rights, powers 
and privileges heretofore or hereafter established, granted or prescribed by any law of 
the State, by this Charter, or by other lawful authority, or which a municipal corporation 
might or could exercise under the Constitution and laws of the State of California.  
The enumeration in this Charter of any particular power shall not be held to be exclusive of, or 
any limitation upon, the generality of the foregoing provisions.

 
SEC. 201.  PROCEDURES. The City shall have the power and may act pursuant to 
any procedure established by any law of the State, unless a different procedure is 
established by this Charter or by ordinance.  

 
SEC. 202.  CONTRACTS FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES. The City shall have the 
power to enter into a contract with any other city or county within the state, with a state 
department, or with any other public or private agency or firm for the performance of any 
administrative function of the City.  

 
SEC. 203.  CONTINUANCE OF LAWS. All lawful ordinances, resolutions, rules 
and regulations or portions thereof now in force and not in conflict or inconsistent 
herewith are continued in force until they have been duly repealed, amended, changed 
or superseded by proper authority.  
(Amendment ratified 1993 General Municipal Election, April 27, 1993.)

 
SEC. 204.  FORM OF GOVERNMENT. The government provided by this Charter 
shall be known as the Mayor-Council form of government.  
(Amendment ratified 1993 General Municipal Election, April 27, 1993.)
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ARTICLE III  ELECTIVE OFFICERS

 
SEC. 300.  ENUMERATION. The elective officers of the City shall be a mayor and 
seven Councilmembers. The Council shall consist of seven Councilmembers, each of 
whom shall have the right to vote on all matters coming before the Council.  
(Amendment ratified 1988 Primary Election, June 7, 1988.)

(Amendment ratified 1993 General Municipal Election, April 27, 1993.)

 
SEC. 301.  MANNER OF ELECTION. The Mayor shall be elected from the City at 
large at the times and in the manner provided in this Charter. The Councilmembers shall 
be elected by district at the times and in the manner provided in this Charter.  
(Amendment ratified 1980 Special Municipal Election, June 3, 1980.)

(Amendment ratified 1988 Primary Election, June 7, 1988.)

 
SEC. 302.  DESIGNATION OF COUNCILMEMBERS FOR ELECTION. As to 
the councilmembers there shall be deemed to be seven separate offices to be filled, one 
of which shall be designated as councilmember Number One, another as 
Councilmember Number Two, another as Councilmember Number Three, another as 
Councilmember Number Four, another as Councilmember Number Five, another as 
Councilmember Number Six, and another as Councilmember Number Seven. No 
candidate shall file for more than one elective office. Such designation shall be used on 
all nomination papers, certificates of election and all election papers referring to the 
office.  
(Amendment ratified 1980 Special Municipal Election, June 3, 1980.)

(Amendment ratified 1988 Primary Election, June 7, 1988.)

(Amendment ratified 1993 General Municipal Election, April 27, 1993.)

 
SEC. 303.  TERM OF OFFICE.
(a) Except as otherwise provided in this Charter, the terms of elective offices shall be for four 
years.
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(b) In 1981 and every fourth year thereafter, the offices of Councilmembers designated as 
Number Two, Number Four and Number Six and the office of Mayor shall be filled at the general 
municipal election held in May, or at such other time as provided by this Charter. In 1983 and 
every fourth year thereafter, the offices of Councilmembers designated as Number One, Number 
Three, and Number Five shall be filled at the general municipal election held in May, or at such 
other time as provided by this Charter.

(c) Beginning in 1995, each elected officer shall take office on the first Tuesday following the first 
Monday in January of the odd-numbered year following his or her election to office except ion 
the case of special elections in which the person elected shall take office upon the certification of 
election results. Incumbents shall hold office until their successors are elected and qualified.

(d) Councilmembers designated as Number 1, Number 3, and Number 5 elected to office in 
1991 shall serve in office until the first Tuesday following the first Monday in January of 1995.

(e) Councilmembers designated as Number 1, Number 3, and Number 5 elected to office in 
1994 shall commence their terms in office on the first Tuesday following the first Monday in 
January of 1995.

(f) Councilmembers designated as Number 2, Number 4, and Number 6 and the Mayor elected 
to office in 1993 shall serve in office until the first Tuesday following the first Monday in January 
of 1997.

(g) Councilmembers designated as Number 2, Number 4, and Number 6 and the Mayor elected 
to office in 1996 shall commence their terms in office on the first Tuesday following the first 
Monday in January of 1997.

(h) The initial term for Councilmember designated as Number 7 shall commence on the first 
Tuesday following the first Monday in January 1997 and end on the first Tuesday following the 
first Monday in January 1999. Thereafter, the term of Councilmember designated as Number 7 
shall commence and end at the same time as the terms of Councilmembers designated as 
Numbers 1, 3, and 5.

(Amendment ratified 1975 General Municipal Election.)

(Amendment ratified 1980 Special Municipal Election, June 3, 1980.)

(Amendment ratified 1988 Primary Election, June 7, 1988.)

(Amendment ratified 1993 Primary Election, March 2, 1993.)

(Amendment ratified 1993 General Municipal Election, April 27, 1993.)

 
SEC. 303.1.  LIMITATION OF TERMS OF OFFICE. No person elected to the 
office of Councilmember or Mayor for two successive terms shall again be eligible to 
hold that same office until one full term has intervened. This limitation applies to terms to 
which persons had been elected or appointed after May, 1985.  
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(Amendment ratified 1992 General Election, November 3, 1992.)

(Amendment ratified 1996 Consolidated General Election, November 5, 1996.)

 
SEC. 304.  ELIGIBILITY, CITY RESIDENCE. No person shall be eligible to hold 
an elective office unless that person is, and has been for a period of at least thirty days 
immediately preceding the filing of nomination papers for such office or appointment to 
such office, a resident of the City, and unless that person is, and has been at the time of 
assuming such office, an elector of the City.  
(Amendment ratified 1969 General Municipal Election; approved, Assembly Concurrent 
Resolution No. 172, filed with Secretary of State on June 12, 1969, Res. Ch. 197, Stat. 1969.)

(Amendment ratified 1973 General Municipal Election.)

(Amendment ratified 1977 Special Municipal Election, May 31, 1977.)

(Amendment ratified 1988 Primary Election, June 7, 1988.)

 
SEC. 304.1.  ELIGIBILITY, DISTRICT RESIDENCE. Commencing with the 1981 
general municipal election, no person shall be eligible to hold elective office as a 
Councilmember unless that person is, and has been for a period of at least thirty days 
immediately preceding the filing of nomination papers for such office or appointment to 
such office, a resident within the Council district corresponding in number to the office to 
which that person is elected or appointed. Each Councilmember shall, during that 
Councilmember's term of office, reside within such Council district. The boundaries of 
such districts shall be determined by the Council by ordinance and shall be 
redetermined by the Council, by ordinance adopted not later than one hundred and 
twenty days following the publication of each federal census thereafter; provided that the 
population disparity between districts shall not exceed ten percent at the time of any 
such boundary determination or redetermination, and no boundary shall be altered so as 
to exclude any incumbent from office prior to the expiration of that incumbent's term.  
(Amendment ratified 1977 Special Municipal Election, May 31, 1977.)

(Amendment ratified 1980 Special Municipal Election, June 3, 1980.)

(Amendment ratified 1988 Primary Election, June 7, 1988.)

 
SEC. 305.  VACANCIES.
(a) An elective office becomes vacant when the incumbent thereof dies, resigns, is removed 
from office under recall proceedings, is adjudged insane, is convicted of a felony or of an offense 
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involving a violation of his or her duties, ceases to be a resident of the City or the district 
corresponding in number to the office to which he or she was elected, neglects to qualify within 
the time prescribed by the provisions of this Charter, is absent from the State without leave for 
more than sixty consecutive days, or fails the attend the meetings of the body of which he or she 
is a member for a like period without being excused therefrom by such body.

(b) The Council shall declare the existence of any vacancy except vacancy caused by death or 
resignation. Such declaration shall be a final determination of the existence of the vacancy 
unless a court review is sought within thirty days after such declaration.

(c) A resignation is effective when received by the City Clerk unless a different time is stated in 
the resignation.

(d) A vacancy in an elected office shall be filed as follows:

(1) A vacancy in the office of a Councilmember may be filled by appointment by the 
Council if:

(i) The Council declares the existence of the vacancy or the incumbent dies or 
resigns in the final year of the term, and

(ii) The appointment is made within thirty days after the Council declares the 
existence of the vacancy or the incumbent dies or resigns.

(2) Any vacancy in the office of a Councilmember not filled pursuant to paragraph (1) 
shall be filled by a special election to be held not sooner than ninety days after the 
Council calls such election nor later than the next regular election date after the 
expiration of such ninety days.

(3) In the event of a vacancy in the office of Mayor, the Council shall appoint the Mayor 
Pro Tempore as Mayor for the period of time from the date of appointment to the date the 
newly elected Mayor assumes office and the Council shall call a special election for filling 
the vacancy, which election shall be called within thirty days after such vacancy occurs, 
provided that if such vacancy occurs within one hundred twenty days, but not less than 
eighty-eight days from the date of a municipal primary nominating election at which the 
office of mayor would regularly be filled, the City Council shall not cause a special 
election to be held to fill the vacancy but said vacancy shall be filled as part of the regular 
election process. If elected by a specially called election pursuant to this subsection (305)
(d), the Mayor so elected shall serve for the remainder of the unexpired term of the 
Mayor whose vacation of the office has caused the special election to be held.

(e) Any person appointed or elected to fill a vacancy shall serve for the remainder of any 
unexpired term and until his or her successor qualifies. If a person appointed to fill a 
vacancy is a candidate for the same office which he or she then holds, the designation 
under the candidate's name on the ballot may be the words "appointed incumbent" or 
may be words designating the profession, vacation, or occupation of the candidate.

(f) If the Council fails either to fill a vacancy by appointment or to call a special election 
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within thirty days after the incumbent dies, or his or her resignation is effective, or the 
declaration of the existence of the vacancy becomes final, the salary or other 
compensation of each member of the Council shall cease until the Council calls such 
special election.

(g) At any special election called to fill a council or mayoral vacancy, the candidate 
receiving the majority of votes cast shall succeed to the vacated office for the unexpired 
term upon certification of the election results. If no candidate receives a majority of votes 
cast, Council shall call another special election within thirty days of the certification of the 
election results and the two candidates receiving the most votes shall be placed on that 
special election ballot.

(Amendment ratified 1975 General Municipal Election.)

(Amendment ratified 1977 Special Municipal Election, May 31, 1977.)

(Amendment ratified 1988 Primary Election, June 7, 1988.)

(Amendment ratified 1993 General Municipal Election, April 27, 1993.)

 
SEC. 306.  HOLDING OF OTHER OFFICE. No elective officer shall hold any other 
municipal office or hold any office or employment the compensation of which is paid out 
of municipal moneys; nor be elected or appointed to any office created or the 
compensation of which is increased by the Council, while a member thereof, until one 
year after the expiration of the term for which that person was elected.  
(Amendment ratified 1988 Primary Election, June 7, 1988.)

 
SEC. 308.  COMPENSATION OF ELECTIVE OFFICERS.
(a) The Council shall establish by ordinance the compensation of the elective officers of the City.

(b) Once the compensation of elective officers is fixed pursuant to subsection (a) of this section, 
the compensation of an elective officer shall not thereafter be increased or diminished during 
that elective officer's term of office.

(Amendment ratified 1980 Special Municipal Election, June 3, 1980.)

(Amendment ratified 1988 Primary Election, June 7, 1980.)

 
SEC. 309.  OFF-YEAR CONTRIBUTIONS PROHIBITION. No mayoral 
candidate, Council candidate, or any committee controlled by such person shall solicit or 
accept any contribution in support of such candidate's election prior to the date fixed by 
law for the filing of nomination papers with respect to such election, or following the year 
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in which such election is held.  
(Amendment ratified 1993 Primary Election, March 2, 1993.)

(Amendment ratified 1988 Primary Election, June 7, 1988.)
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ARTICLE IV  THE MAYOR

 
SEC. 400.  Powers and Duties. The executive power of the City shall be vested in 
the office of the Mayor. The Mayor shall have the power to veto legislative and 
budgetary actions of the Council pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of 
this Charter. The Mayor shall be the Chief Executive Officer of the City, responsible for 
providing leadership and taking issues to the people and marshalling public interest in 
and support for municipal activity. The Mayor shall be responsible to the People of 
Fresno for the proper and efficient administration of all affairs of the City.  
In addition to these general responsibilities, the Mayor shall have the following specific duties:

(a) The Mayor shall execute and enforce all laws and ordinances and policies of the City.

(b) The Mayor shall have sole authority to appoint and remove the Chief Administrative Officer.

(c) The Mayor shall exercise control over the Chief Administrative Officer.

(d) The Mayor shall prepare or cause to be prepared the proposed annual City budget, and shall 
submit the same to the Council for its deliberation and approval.

(e) The Mayor shall have the power of veto in all legislative matters which must be passed by 
the City Council, except as provided in this Chapter.

(f) The Mayor shall have power of veto in all actions of Council relating to the budget, including 
line item budgetary veto authority over all programs and budgetary units. This authority includes 
the ability to reduce or eliminate the fiscal year funding to any program or budget unit.

(g) The Mayor shall not directly supervise any City department.

(h) The Mayor shall provide the liaison between the Administrative Service and the Council, 
fostering a sense of cohesion among Councilmembers and educating the public about the needs 
and prospects of the City.

(i) The Mayor shall provide community leadership and actively promote economic development 
to broaden and strengthen the commercial and employment base of the City.

(j) The Mayor shall recommend to the Council such measures and ordinances as he or she may 
deem necessary or expedient and to make such other recommendations to the Council 
concerning the affairs of the City as the Mayor finds desirable.

(k) The Mayor shall investigate those affairs of the City under the mayor's supervision.

(Amendment ratified 1971 General Municipal Election; approved, Assembly Concurrent 
Resolution No. 130, filed with Secretary of State on June 18, 1971, Res. Ch. 77, Stat. 1971.)
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(Amendment ratified 1993 General Municipal Election, April 27, 1993.)

 
SEC. 401.  MAYOR PRO TEMPORE. The President of the Council shall serve as 
Mayor Pro Tempore. In addition to his or her regular duties as Councilmember, the 
Mayor Pro Tempore shall perform the duties of the Mayor during the Mayor's absence 
except, however, the Mayor Pro Tempore shall not have veto authority in the absence of 
the Mayor. If the Mayor Pro Tempore is appointed Mayor pursuant to subsection 305(d)
(2) of this Charter, he or she shall exercise all of the powers of the office of Mayor until a 
successor is elected and qualified.  
(Amendment ratified 1993 General Municipal Election, April 27, 1993.)

 
SEC. 402.  COMPENSATION.
(Repealed; ratified 1980 Special Municipal Election, June 3, 1980.)

http://library1.municode.com/default-test/DocView/14478/1/205/209
 (2 of 2) [4/28/2009 7:39:09 PM]



ARTICLE V THE COUNCIL

 
ARTICLE V  THE COUNCIL

 
SEC. 500.  POWERS VESTED IN THE COUNCIL. All powers herein granted to 
and vested in the City of Fresno shall, except as herein otherwise provided, be 
exercised by a Council to be designated the Council of the City of Fresno. Said Council 
shall the be governing body of the City and, subject to the express limitations of this 
Charter, shall be vested with all powers of legislation in municipal affairs adequate to a 
complete system of local government consistent with the Constitution of the State. Each 
Councilmember shall have the right to appoint and remove his or her own Council 
Assistant.  
(Amendment ratified 1993 General Municipal Election, April 27, 1993.)

 
SEC. 501.  PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL. Commencing in 1997 on the first 
Tuesday after the first Monday in January, the Council shall elect a President of the 
Council from among its members to serve for a one-year term. The President of the 
Council shall be the presiding officer of the Council. In addition, upon vacancy in the 
officer of the Mayor, the office of the Mayor shall be filled by the President of the Council 
as provided on Article III of this Charter. In the event of a vacancy in the office of 
President of the Council or in the event the President is required to fill the office of 
Mayor, the Council shall select an Acting President who shall serve until the previously 
elected President returns to office or that Councilmember's term expires.  
(Repealed; ratified 1980 Special Municipal Election, June 3, 1980.)

(Amendment ratified 1993 General Municipal Election, April 27, 1993.)

 
SEC. 502.  MEETINGS. The Council shall hold regular meetings and shall provide 
the time, place and manner of holding its meetings by resolution. All meetings of the 
Council shall be opened to the public, except executive sessions permitted by the law of 
the State.  
(Amendment ratified 1973 General Municipal Election.)

(Amendment ratified 1996 Primary Election, March 26, 1996.)

 
SEC. 503.  QUORUM. A Majority of the entire membership of the Council shall 
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constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, but a less number may adjourn from 
time to time. In the absence of all members of the Council from any regular meeting or 
adjourned regular meeting the City Clerk may declare the same adjourned to a stated 
day and hour.  

 
SEC. 504.  RULES AND PROCEDURES. The Council shall establish rules for the 
conduct of its proceedings and to preserve order at its meetings. It shall cause a record 
of its proceedings to be maintained which shall be open to public inspection.  

 
SEC. 505.  ADMINISTERING OATHS. SUBPOENAS. Each member of the 
Council shall have the power to administer oaths and affirmations in any investigation or 
proceeding pending before the Council. The Council shall have the power and authority 
to compel the attendance of witness, to examine them under oath and to compel the 
production of evidence before it. Subpoenas may be issued in the name of the City and 
be attested by the City Clerk. Disobedience of such subpoena or the refusal to testify, 
upon other than constitutional grounds, shall constitute a misdemeanor and shall be 
punishable in the same manner as violations of this Charter are punishable.  

 
SEC. 506.  CITIZEN PARTICIPATION. No citizen shall be denied the right 
personally, or through counsel, to present grievances or offer suggestions for the 
betterment of municipal affairs at any regular meeting of the Council or any City advisory 
board, commission or committee.  
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ARTICLE VI  LEGISLATION

 
SEC. 600.  ENACTMENT OF ORDINANCES. Legislative action, including the 
establishment of a fine or other penalty or the grant of a franchise, shall be taken by the 
Council only by means of an ordinance, as follows:  
(a) Each ordinance shall be introduced in writing, and its enacting clause shall be substantially 
as follows:

"The Council of the City of Fresno does ordain as follows:"

(b) No ordinance shall be adopted by the Council on the day of its introduction, or on the day it is 
altered after introduction, nor within five days thereafter, except as follows:

(1) An ordinance which takes effect upon final passage;

(2) An ordinance changing the land use zoning district of property, or adopting, 
amending, or repealing a specific plan or a redevelopment plan, when the adoption of 
such ordinance has been the subject of a noticed public hearing by the Council;

(c) No ordinance, except an emergency ordinance, shall be adopted at any time other than a 
regular or adjourned regular meeting.

(d) Upon the demand of a member of the Council at the time of the adoption of an ordinance, it 
shall be read in full, unless the reading thereof is waived by the Council.

(e) No ordinance changing the land use zoning district of property shall be adopted in conflict 
with any specific plan adopted by ordinance.

(f) An alteration necessary to correct a typographical or clerical error or omission only, may be 
performed by the City Clerk with the written approval and concurrence of the City Attorney, so 
long as the alteration does not materially or substantially alter the contents, requirements, rights, 
responsibilities, conditions, or prescriptions contained in the original text of the ordinance. A 
typographical or clerical error shall include, but is not limited, incorrect spelling, grammar, 
numbering, punctuation, transposed words or numbers, and duplicate words or numbers.

(Amendment ratified 1969 General Municipal Election; approved, Assembly Concurrent 
Resolution No. 172, filed with Secretary of State on June 12, 1969, Res. Ch. 197, Stat. 1969.)

(Amendment ratified 1971 General Municipal Election; approved, Assembly Concurrent 
Resolution No. 130, filed with Secretary of State on June 18, 1971, Res. Ch. 77, Stat. 1971.)

(Amendment ratified 1993 General Municipal Election, April 27, 1993.)

(Amendment ratified 1996 Consolidated General Election, November 5, 1996.)
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SEC. 601.  VOTE REQUIRED. No ordinance shall be passed or become effective 
without receiving the affirmative vote of at least four members of the Council unless 
otherwise provided in the Charter.  
(Amendment ratified 1969 General Municipal Election; approved, Assembly Concurrent 
Resolution No. 172, filed with Secretary of State on June 12, 1969, Res. Ch. 197, Stat. 1969.)

 
SEC. 602.  ROLL CALL VOTE. APPROVED SUBSTITUTE. At the demand of 
any member or at the request of the City Clerk, upon any question, the members shall 
individually cast their votes, by audible voice vote at the call of the roll by the City Clerk, 
or by other means, approved by a majority of the members, which registers and publicly 
discloses the individual vote of each member. The City Clerk shall cause the ayes and 
noes cast to be entered into the minutes of the meeting.  
(Amendment ratified 1969 General Municipal Election; approved, Assembly Concurrent 
Resolution No. 172, filed with Secretary of State on June 12, 1969, Res. Ch. 197, Stat. 1969.)

(Amendment ratified 1971 General Municipal Election; approved, Assembly Concurrent 
Resolution No. 130, filed with Secretary of State on June 18, 1971, Res. Ch. 77, Stat. 1971.)

 
SEC. 603.  EMERGENCY ORDINANCES. Any ordinance declared by the Council 
to be necessary as an emergency measure for preserving the public peace, health or 
safety, and containing a statement of the reasons for its urgency, may be introduced, 
adopted, and become effective at one and the same meeting if passed by at least five 
affirmative votes.  
(Amendment ratified 1993 General Municipal Election, April 27, 1993.)

 
SEC. 604.  SIGNATURE AND ATTESTATION. All ordinances and resolutions 
shall be attested by the City Clerk and when required by law, shall be signed by the 
Mayor.  

 
SEC. 605.  VETO OF CITY COUNCIL ACTIONS BY MAYOR.
(a) The Mayor shall have veto power over all legislative acts of Council, whether such actions be 
taken by ordinance, resolution, or otherwise. The Mayor's veto power shall not extend to 
administrative decisions or quasi-judicial decisions of Council. The veto power shall be afforded 
the Mayor irrespective of any super-majority vote by Council, except that the veto power shall 
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not extend to override votes taken pursuant to Section 609 of this Charter.

(b) For purposes of this Charter Section 605, legislative acts shall include amendments to the 
Fresno Municipal Code; adoption of general plans, community plans and specific plans; grants 
of franchise; establishment of fines, penalties, or regulations; tax levies; annexation of property; 
exemption of property from taxation; ordinances required by state law in matters wherein state 
law preempts local law; actions calling an election or otherwise relating to an election; 
resolutions and actions relating to eminent domain; adoption of budget; amendment of budget; 
fixing of compensation of officers and employees; position authorizations; establishment of fees; 
issuance of bonds; and all matters subject to the power of initiative and referendum.

(c) Notwithstanding, subsections 605(a) and (b), the Mayor's veto power shall not extend to:

(1) Emergency ordinances;

(2) Certain land use decisions including; the amendment of specific plans, community 
plans, and general plans; rezonings; conditional use permits or other special use permits 
approved by Council after consideration by the Planning Commission; or

(3) Any other land use action, other than text amendments to the Fresno Municipal Code, 
and whether legislative or quasi-judicial in nature, in which the matter has been 
considered at a public hearing before the City Council and Planning Commission.

(d) Each proposed resolution or ordinance voted on by the Council that is not approved by the 
Council and each ordinance or resolution adopted by the Council shall, within forty-eight hours of 
such action, be transmitted to the Mayor by the City Clerk, with appropriate notation of the action 
of the Council thereon. All ordinances, resolutions, or other action of Council subject to power of 
the mayor's veto shall be acted upon by the mayor within ten days of receiving the clerk's 
transmittal by Council.

The Mayor shall either approve each ordinance, resolution or other action adopted by Council 
subject to power of the mayor's veto adopted by the Council by signing and returning same to 
the City Clerk within the required time limits, or shall veto any ordinance, resolution or other 
action adopted by Council and shall return each such ordinance, resolution or action to the City 
Clerk with his or her written objections within the required time limit. Failure to make such return 
within the required time limit shall constitute approval and such ordinance, resolution, or action 
shall take effect without the Mayor's signed approval. The City Clerk shall note such fact on the 
official copy of such ordinance, resolution or action.

Any proposed ordinance, resolution or other action subject to power of the Mayor's veto which is 
voted on by the Council that is not approved by the Council shall be reconsidered by the Council 
on written request of the Mayor, stating his or her reasons therefor, filed with the City Clerk by 
the mayor within ten days after the Council's action on such resolution or ordinance. The Council 
shall reconsider such measure at its convenience, but not later than thirty days after the filing of 
the Mayor's request therefor.

(Amendment ratified 1993 General Municipal Election, April 27, 1993.)
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SEC. 606.  AMENDMENT OF ORDINANCES. The amendment of any section or 
subsection of an ordinance may be accomplished solely by the re-enactment of such 
section or subsection at length, as amended.  

 
SEC. 607.  CODIFICATION OF ORDINANCES. The Council shall cause to be 
classified and codified under appropriate heads all general ordinances in force and 
cause the same to be printed in book, pamphlet, or looseleaf form for the use of the City, 
its officers, and the public.  

 
SEC. 608.  ORDINANCES, VIOLATION PENALTY. The Council may make the 
violation of its ordinances a misdemeanor or an infraction which may be prosecuted in 
the name of the People of the State of California, or may be redressed by civil action. 
The Council may prescribe punishment for a violation which constitutes a misdemeanor 
by a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1000) or by imprisonment not to exceed 
one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment, and may prescribe punishment for a 
violation which constitutes an infraction.  
(Amendment ratified 1975 General Municipal Election.)

 
SEC. 609.  ENACTMENT OVER VETO. The Council may reconsider any 
ordinance, resolution, or other action subject to the Mayor's veto, which has been vetoed 
by the mayor and if, after such reconsideration, five members of the Council shall vote in 
favor of passage thereof, it shall become effective notwithstanding the Mayor's veto. If 
more than five votes are required for the adoption or approval of any resolution, 
ordinance or other action by the provisions of this Charter or other superseding law, 
such larger vote shall be required to overcome the veto of the Mayor. If such vetoed 
ordinance, resolution, or other action is not passed over the Mayor's veto within thirty 
days of such veto, the resolution, ordinance, or other action shall be deemed 
disapproved.  
(Amendment ratified 1993 General Municipal Election, April 27, 1993.)

 
SEC. 610.  EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDINANCES. An ordinance adopted by the 
Council shall become effective thirty days from and after the date of its final passage, 
except the following, which shall take effect on the date of final passage:  
(a) An ordinance calling or otherwise relating to an election;
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(b) An ordinance declaring the amount of money necessary to be raised by taxation, or fixing the 
rate of taxation, or levying the annual tax upon property;

(c) An emergency ordinance adopted in the manner provided in this Charter;

(d) An ordinance annexing areas to the City; or

(e) An ordinance providing for a tax levy or an appropriation for the usual current expenses and 
outlays of the City.

The date of final passage shall be deemed the date of approval by Mayor pursuant to Charter 
Section 605. In those cases, where the mayor does not have veto power, the date of final 
passage shall be deemed the date of Council adoption.

If an ordinance becomes law when the time for approval or veto by mayor has expired and no 
action has been taken, the date of expiration of that time shall be deemed the date of its final 
passage. If an ordinance is adopted by Council pursuant to a veto override vote, the date of 
Council's override vote shall be deemed the date of final passage.

(Amendment ratified 1993 General Municipal Election, April 27, 1993.)
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ARTICLE VII  CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

 
SEC. 700.  ADMINISTRATIVE POSITION. There shall be a Chief Administrative 
Officer who shall be head of administrative branch of the City government.  

 
SEC. 701.  QUALIFICATIONS. The Chief Administrative Officer shall be appointed 
solely on the basis of his executive and administrative qualifications, with special 
reference to his actual experience in or his knowledge of accepted practice in respect to 
the duties of his office as hereinafter set forth. He shall have at least five year's 
experience as the administrative head or assistant administrative head of a city, or he 
shall have had equivalent experience in the direction and supervision of other 
governmental, private business, or industrial activities of comparable importance and 
magnitude. He need not be a resident of the City or State at the time of his appointment, 
but during his tenure in office, he shall reside in the City of Fresno. No resident of the 
County of Fresno at the time this Charter becomes fully operative shall be appointed 
Chief Administrative Officer within twelve months thereafter.  

 
SEC. 702.  APPOINTMENT AND REMOVAL. The Chief Administrative Officer 
shall be appointed by the Mayor. Such appointment must be made within ninety days 
after the first election held under this Charter and within ninety days after any 
subsequent vacancy occurs in the office. The Chief Administrative Officer may be 
removed from office by the Mayor.  
(Amendment ratified 1993 General Municipal Election, April 27, 1993.)

 
SEC. 703.  RESIGNATION. Before resigning his position, it shall be the duty of the 
Chief Administrative Offcier to give the Mayor at least thirty days' notice in writing of his 
or her intention to resign, stating the reasons therefor.  
(Amendment ratified 1993 General Municipal Election, April 27, 1993.)

 
SEC. 704.  COMPENSATION. The Chief Administrative Officer shall be paid a 
salary commensurate with his or her responsibilities as Chief Administrative Officer of 
the City which salary shall be established by Council resolution. In the event of his or her 
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removal from office, the Chief Administrative Officer shall be paid his or her salary 
through thirty days following the date of his or her removal.  
(Amendment ratified 1993 General Municipal Election, April 27, 1993.)

 
SEC. 705.  POWERS AND DUTIES. The Chief Administrative Officer shall work 
under the direct supervision of the Mayor. He or she shall be responsible to the Mayor 
for the administration of all affairs of the City not otherwise assigned in this Charter. He 
or she shall have the power and be required to:  
(a) Exercise control over all departments, offices and agencies under his or her jurisdiction;

(b) Advise the Mayor concerning the creation, organization, conduct, operation, alteration, or 
abolition of the various departments, offices and agencies of the city government.

(c) Appoint, and he or she may suspend or remove, subject to the Civil Service System 
provisions of this Charter, all department heads and officers of the City except elective officers 
and officers the power of whose appointment is vested by this Charter in the Council, provided, 
however, that the appointment, removal and suspension of the Controller shall be subject to the 
approval of the Council; approve or disapprove all proposed appointments and removals of 
deputies, assistants and subordinate employees by department heads or officers except those 
officers whose appointment is vested by this Charter in the Council or mayor, and such 
appointments and removals by such department heads or officers shall be subject to his or her 
approval;

(d) Administer the budget after adoption;

(e) Establish such financial and accounting records and procedures as will reflect the current 
financial status of all municipal activities;

(f) Establish a central purchasing system of all city offices, departments and agencies;

(g) Keep the Mayor advised of the financial affairs and conditions and future needs of the City 
and make recommendations to the Mayor concerning the administration of city affairs;

(h) Prepare and submit to the Mayor reports in answer to requests for information made to him 
or her by the mayor;

(i) Perform such other duties as may be prescribed by this Charter or required of him or her by 
the Mayor, not inconsistent with this Charter;

(j) Attend all meetings of the Council, unless excused therefrom by the Mayor.

(Amendment ratified 1993 General Municipal Election, April 27, 1993.)

 
SEC. 706.  INTERFERENCE IN ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE. Neither the 
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Mayor nor the Council except by official action taken in policy matters, nor any of its 
members shall interfere with the execution by the Chief Administrative Officer of his 
powers and duties, or order, directly or indirectly, the appointment by the Chief 
Administrative Offcier or by any of the department heads in the administrative service of 
the city, of any person to an office or employment or his removal therefrom. Except for 
the purpose of inquiry, the Mayor, the Council and its members shall deal with the 
administrative service under the Chief Administrative Officer solely through the Chief 
Administrative Officer and neither the Mayor nor the Council nor any member thereof 
shall give orders to any subordinates of the Chief Administrative Officer, either publicly 
or privately.  

 
SEC. 707.  CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER PRO TEMPORE.
(Repealed; ratified 1993 General Municipal Election, April 27, 1993.)
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ARTICLE VIII  OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES

 
SEC. 800.  OFFICERS TO BE APPOINTED BY THE COUNCIL. There shall be 
a City Attorney and a City Clerk who shall be appointed by and serve at the pleasure of 
the Council, but who may be removed only by a majority vote of the entire Council.  
(Amendment ratified 1993 General Municipal Election, April 27, 1993.)

 
SEC. 801.  ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENTS. The Council shall provide by 
resolution not inconsistent with this Charter, for the organization, conduct and operation 
of the several offices established by this Charter, and for the creation of departments, 
divisions, offices and agencies, and for their consolidation, alteration or abolition. The 
Council by resolution, may assign additional functions or duties to offices, departments 
or agencies not inconsistent with this Charter. No office provided in this Charter to be 
filled by appointment by the Chief Administrative Officer may be consolidated with an 
office to be filled by appointment by the Council. The Council, subject to the provisions 
of this Charter, shall provide for the number, titles, qualifications, powers, duties and 
compensation of all appointive officers and employees.  
(Amendment ratified 1996 Primary Election, March 26, 1996.)

 
SEC. 802.  CITY CLERK. POWERS AND DUTIES. The City Clerk shall have 
power and be required to:  
(a) Be responsible for the recording and maintaining of a full and true record of all the 
proceedings of the Council in books that shall bear appropriate titles and be devoted to such 
purpose, and attend all meetings of the Council either in person or by deputy:

(b) Maintain separate books, in which shall be recorded respectively all ordinances and 
resolutions, with the certificate of the Clerk annexed to each thereof stating the same to be the 
original or a correct copy, and as to an ordinance requiring publication, stating that the same has 
been published in accordance with this Charter; keep all books properly indexed and open to 
public inspection when not in actual use;

(c) Maintain separate files, with appropriate indexes thereto, of all contracts the execution of 
which was specifically authorized by Council action, and of all official bonds of the City;

(d) Be the custodian of the Seal of the City;

(e) Administer oaths or affirmations, take affidavits and depositions pertaining to the affairs and 
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business of the City and certify copies of official records;

(f) Be ex-officio Assessor, unless the Council has availed itself, or does in the future avail itself, 
of the provisions of the general laws of the State relative to the assessment of property and the 
collection of City taxes by county officers, or unless the Council by ordinance provides otherwise.

(g) Maintain in appropriate books and files such other records, documents, instruments, and 
papers as the Council shall provide by ordinance.

Except as may be otherwise provided by ordinance or resolution of the Council the destruction 
or other disposition of City records, documents, instruments, books, and papers in the custody of 
the City Clerk shall be governed by the laws of the State regulating the destruction or disposition 
of the records of general law cities.

(Amendment ratified 1969 General Municipal Election; approved, Assembly Concurrent 
Resolution No. 172, filed with Secretary of State on June 12, 1969, Res. Ch. 197, Stat. 1969.)

 
SEC. 803.  CITY ATTORNEY. POWERS AND DUTIES. To become eligible for 
City Attorney the person appointed shall be an attorney-at-law duly licensed as such 
under the laws of the State of California, and shall have been engaged in the practice of 
law for at least five years prior to his appointment. The City Attorney shall have power 
and may be required to:  
(a) Represent and advise the Council and all city officers in all matters of law pertaining to their 
offices;

(b) Represent and appear for the city in any or all actions or proceedings in which the city is 
concerned or is a party, including the prosecution of violations of this Charter and ordinances 
enacted by the Council, and represent and appear for any city officer or employee, or former city 
officer or employee, in any or all actions and proceedings in which any such officer or employee 
is concerned or is a party for any act arising out of his employment or by reason of his official 
capacity provided the interest of the city in such action or proceeding is not adversely affected;

(c) Attend all regular meetings of the Council and give his advice or opinion in writing whenever 
requested to do so by the Council or by any of the boards or officers of the city;

(d) Approve the form of all contracts made by and all bonds given to the city, endorsing his 
approval thereon in writing;

(e) Prepare any and all proposed ordinances or resolutions for the city and amendments thereto;

(f) Surrender to his successor all books, papers, files and documents pertaining to the city's 
affairs;

(g) The Council shall have control of all legal business and proceedings and may employ other 
attorneys to take charge of any litigation or matter or to assist the City Attorney therein.
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SEC. 804.  CITY CONTROLLER. There shall be a Controller appointed by the 
Chief Administrative Officer with the approval of the Council who shall have power and 
shall be required to:  
(a) Have charge of the Finance Department and of the administration of the financial affairs of 
the city under the direction of the Chief Administrative Officer;

(b) Supervise and be responsible for the disbursement of all moneys and have control of all 
expenditures to insure that budget appropriations are not exceeded;

(c) Submit to the Council through the Chief Administrative Officer a monthly statement of all 
receipts and disbursements in sufficient detail to show the exact financial condition of the city; 
and as of the end of each fiscal year, submit a complete financial statement and report;

(d) Supervise the keeping of current inventories of all property of the city by all city departments, 
offices and agencies.

 
SEC. 805.  ADMINISTERING OATHS. Each department head and his deputies 
shall have the power to administer oaths and affirmations in connection with any official 
business pertaining to his department.  

 
SEC. 806.  DEPARTMENT HEADS. APPOINTMENT POWERS. Each 
department head and officer authorized by the Charter shall have the power to appoint, 
suspend or remove such deputies, assistants and subordinate employees as are 
provided for by the Council for his department or office, subject to the approval of the 
Chief Administrative Officer, the provisions of this Charter and of the Civil Service 
System as adopted hereunder.  

 
SEC. 807.  NEPOTISM. The Council shall not appoint to a salaried position under 
the city government any person who is a relative by blood or marriage within the third 
degree of any one or more of the members of such Council, nor shall any department 
head or other officer having appointive power or other supervising employee as defined 
by ordinance appoint any relative of his within such degree to any such position.  

 
SEC. 808.  OFFICIAL BONDS. The Council shall fix by ordinance or resolution the 
amounts and terms of the official bonds of all officials or employees who are required by 
ordinance to give such bonds. All bonds shall be executed by responsible corporate 
surety, shall be approved as to form by the City Attorney, and shall be filed with the City 
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Clerk. Premiums on official bonds shall be paid by the City.  
There shall be no personal liability upon, or any right to recover against, a superior officer, or his 
bond, for any wrongful act or omission of his subordinate, unless such superior officer was a 
party to, or conspired in, such wrongful act or commission.

 
SEC. 809.  SALARIES AND WAGES. Compensation of officers and employees of 
the City, except where this Charter provides that no salary shall be paid, shall be fixed 
by the Council as it may from time to time determine; provided further, that city 
employees shall be paid not less than the prevailing wage paid in private employment in 
the City of Fresno in the job or position in which said employees work and the City shall 
not require its employees to work longer hours for the same wage than workers in 
private employment in said city work for such wage in like employment.  
(Amendment ratified 1993 Primary Election, March 2, 1993.)

 
SEC. 810.  HOURS OF WORK. There shall not be established for any position in 
the city service a regularly scheduled work day of more than eight hours or a regularly 
scheduled work week of more than five days, except that there may be established a 
regularly scheduled work day of up to ten hours for any position for which the regularly 
scheduled work week is not more than four days, or any other work week mutually 
agreed to between the City and a non-represented employees or between the City and a 
recognized employee organization. A member of the city fire fighting force shall be 
required to work, on a twenty-four hour day basis, not more than fifty-six hours per week 
on an average, said average to be determined in multiples not to exceed ninety days.  
(Amendment ratified 1973 General Municipal Election.)

(Amendment ratified 1996 Primary Election, March 26, 1996.)

 
SEC. 811.  HOLIDAYS. All employees, except temporary employees, shall be 
entitled to or shall receive credit for all holidays during each fiscal year without loss of 
compensation. The word "holiday" as used in this section, shall mean every state 
holiday, including that day in November known as Thanksgiving Day, but not including 
Sundays or any other day appointed by the President of the United States or the 
Governor of the State as a public fast, thanksgiving, or holiday, unless such appointed 
day is also declared to be a holiday pursuant to ordinance or resolution of the Council.  
The amendment of this section to specify the exclusion of Sunday as a "holiday" under this 
section is declared to be a restatement, for the purpose of clarification only, of the law of the 

http://library1.municode.com/default-test/DocView/14478/1/205/213
 (4 of 5) [4/28/2009 7:40:10 PM]



ARTICLE VIII OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES

section in effect prior to such an amendment.

(Amendment ratified 1973 General Municipal Election.)

 
SEC. 812.  STATUS OF EXISTING EMPLOYEES. Persons employed by the city 
at the time this Charter becomes fully operative, except elective officers and members of 
appointive boards, commissions, and committees holding positions the same in 
substance as positions established or continued in the plan of organization provided 
under this Charter or by ordinance not inconsistent therewith and who have completed 
the period of probationary employment under the preceding Charter provisions and Civil 
Service rules or have served satisfactorily an equivalent period of time in positions not 
subject to probationary employment, shall have the right to remain in such positions or 
other positions of like duties, responsibilities and authority until promoted, removed, or 
reduced in rank in accordance with the provisions of this Charter. Any rights previously 
accumulated by a person under probationary status shall be retained.  
Any officer or employee of the city who is appointed to or continued in a position as Department 
Head and is subsequently removed therefrom, except for malfeasance or misconduct, shall 
revert to his former position without loss of any rights or privileges and upon the same terms and 
conditions as if he had remained in said position continuously. Should such person be eligible for 
retirement under the retirement or pension system, he shall upon recommendation of the Chief 
Administrative Officer be retired instead of being restored to his former position.

The rights of employees relating to accrued sick leave and vacation or the validity of eligible lists 
created by virtue of Charter or Civil Service provisions in effect at the time this Charter becomes 
fully operative shall continue until exhausted pursuant to such provisions.

 
SEC. 813.  POLITICAL ACTIVITIES. Except as otherwise provided by the general 
laws of this state heretofore or hereafter enacted, no person in the Administrative 
Service, or seeking admission thereto, shall be employed, promoted, demoted or 
discharged or in any way favored or discriminated against because of political opinions 
or affiliations or because of race, sex, or religious belief.  
No officer or employee of the city and no candidate for any city office shall, directly or indirectly, 
solicit any assessment, subscription, or contribution, whether voluntary or involuntary, for any 
political purpose whatever, from anyone on the eligible lists or holding any position in the 
Administrative Service.

(Amendment ratified 1971 General Municipal Election; approved, Assembly Concurrent 
Resolution No. 130, filed with Secretary of State on June 18, 1971, Res. Ch. 77, Stat. 1971. 
Amendment ratified March 5, 1985 Special Municipal Election; filed with Secretary of State on 
May 6, 1985.)
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ARTICLE IX  BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

 
SEC. 900.  IN GENERAL. There shall be such boards and commissions as are 
hereinafter established which shall have the powers and duties herein stated. The 
Council may create by ordinance additional boards or commissions as in its judgment 
are required, and may grant to them such powers and duties as are consistent with the 
provisions of this Charter.  

 
SEC. 901.  APPROPRIATIONS. The Council shall include in its annual budget such 
appropriations of funds as in its opinion shall be sufficient for the efficient and proper 
functioning of such boards and commissions.  

 
SEC. 902.  APPOINTMENTS, TERMS. The members of each of such boards or 
commissions shall be appointed by the Mayor with the approval of the Council from the 
qualified electors of the City, none of whom shall hold any paid office or employment in 
the City government. They shall be subject to removal by motion of the Council adopted 
by at least five affirmative votes. The members thereof shall serve for a term of four 
years and until their respective successors are appointed and qualified.  
The terms of the members first appointed to each board and commission shall be determined by 
lot so that as nearly as possible the terms of twenty-five per cent of the total membership of each 
board or commission shall expire each succeeding July 1.

Thereafter, any appointment to fill an unexpired term shall be for such unexpired period.

(Amendment ratified 1969 General Municipal Election; approved, Assembly Concurrent 
Resolution No. 172, filed with Secretary of State on June 12, 1969, Res. Ch. 197. Stat. 1969.)

 
SEC. 903.  EXISTING BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS. The respective terms of 
office of all members of the boards and commissions in existence at the time this 
Charter becomes fully operative shall terminate.  

 
SEC. 904.  MEETINGS, CHAIRMEN. As soon as practicable, following the first day 
of July of every year, each of such boards and commissions shall organize by electing 
one of its members to serve as presiding officer at the pleasure of such board or 
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commission. Each board or commission established by this Charter shall hold regular 
meetings at least once each month. Each board or commission created by ordinance 
shall hold regular meetings at such regular intervals as the proper transaction of its 
business shall require, but not less often than once each year. All proceedings shall be 
open to the public.  
Except as may be otherwise provided in this Charter, the Chief Administrative Officer shall 
designate a secretary for the recording of minutes for each of such boards and commissions, 
who shall keep a record of its proceedings and transactions. Each board or commission may 
prescribe its own rules and regulations which shall be consistent with this Charter and copies of 
which shall be kept on file in the office of the City Clerk where they shall be available for public 
inspection. Each board or commission shall have the same power as the Council to compel the 
attendance of witnesses, to examine them under oath, to compel the production of evidence 
before it and to administer oaths and affirmations.

(Amendment ratified 1969 General Municipal Election; approved, Assembly Concurrent 
Resolution No. 172, filed with Secretary of State on June 12, 1969, Res. Ch. 197, Stat. 1969.)

 
SEC. 905.  COMPENSATION. VACANCIES. The members of boards and 
commissions shall serve without compensation for their services as such unless the 
Council shall otherwise provide, but may receive reimbursement for necessary traveling 
and other expenses incurred on official duty when such expenditures have received 
authorization by the Council.  
Any vacancies in any board or commission, from whatever cause arising, shall be filled by 
appointment by the Mayor with the approval of the Council. Upon a vacancy occurring leaving an 
unexpired portion of a term, any appointment to fill such vacancy shall be for the unexpired 
portion of such term. If a member of a board or commission absents himself from three 
consecutive regular meetings of such board or commission, unless by permission of such board 
or commission expressed in its official minutes, or is convicted of a felony, or ceases to be a 
qualified elector of the City, his office shall become vacant and shall be so declared by the 
Council.

 
SEC. 906.  PLANNING COMMISSION. ESTABLISHED.  There shall be a 
Planning Commission consisting of seven members. Such city officers and employees 
as shall be designated by the Chief Administrative Officer shall meet with and participate 
in the discussions of the Planning Commission but shall not have a vote.  

 
SEC. 907.  PLANNING COMMISSION. The Planning Commission shall have the 
power and duty to:  
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(a) After a public hearing thereon, recommend to the Council the adoption, amendment, or 
repeal of the General Plan, or any part thereof, for the development of the city;

(b) Exercise such control over land subdivisions as is granted to it by the Council;

(c) Make recommendations concerning proposed public works and for the clearance and 
rebuilding of blighted or substandard areas within the city;

(d) Exercise such functions with respect to zoning and land use as may be prescribed by 
ordinance, not inconsistent with the provisions of this Charter.

(Amendment ratified 1971 General Municipal Election; approved, Assembly Concurrent 
Resolution No. 130, filed with Secretary of State on June 18, 1971, Res. Ch. 77, Stat. 1971.)

 
SEC. 908.  CIVIL SERVICE BOARD. The Civil Service Board shall consist of five 
members, none of whom while a member of the Board, or for a period of one year after 
he has ceased for any reason to be a member, shall be eligible for appointment to any 
salaried office or employment in the service of the City. "Salaried office" shall not be 
deemed to include an elective office or membership on a board or commission of the 
city.  
(Amendment ratified 1971 General Municipal Election; approved, Assembly Concurrent 
Resolution No. 130, filed with Secretary of State on June 18, 1971, Res. Ch. 77, Stat. 1971.)

 
SEC. 909.  CIVIL SERVICE BOARD, POWERS AND DUTIES. The Civil 
Service Board shall have the power and duty to:  
(a) Recommend to the Council, after a public hearing thereon, the adoption, amendment, or 
repeal of Civil Service rules and regulations;

(b) Act in an advisory capacity to the Council on problems concerning personnel administration;

(c) Conduct hearings as provided in Section 1002 relative to the suspension, demotion, and 
removal of any person in the City employment;

(d) Make any investigation which it may consider desirable concerning the conditions of 
employment and the administration of personnel in the municipal service and report its findings 
to the Council;

(e) Perform such other duties as may be prescribed by ordinance not inconsistent with the 
provisions of this Charter.

(Amendment ratified 1971 General Municipal Election; approved, Assembly Concurrent 
Resolution No. 130, filed with Secretary of State on June 18, 1971, Res. Ch. 77, Stat. 1971.)

http://library1.municode.com/default-test/DocView/14478/1/205/214
 (3 of 4) [4/28/2009 7:40:25 PM]



ARTICLE IX BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

 
SEC. 910.  RETIREMENT AND/OR PENSION BOARDS. Notwithstanding any 
other provisions in this Charter, the City of Fresno Fire and Police Retirement Board and 
the City of Fresno Employee's Retirement Board shall each consist of five members, 
selected as follows:  
(a) two members elected by and from the City employees affected; and,

(b) two members from management appointed by the Mayor with the approval of the City 
Council; and,

(c) the fifth member chosen by the previously designated four members.

The members of such boards shall be removable only by the appointing or electing authority.

The Retirement Board shall appoint and direct a Retirement Administrator who shall report to the 
Board; serve at the Board's pleasure; administer the retirement office and its financial affairs as 
directed by the Board; appoint, suspend and remove subordinate employees subject to the Civil 
Service System provisions of this Charter; and perform such other administrative duties as 
directed by the Board.

(Amendment ratified 1996 Primary Election, March 26, 1996.)
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ARTICLE X  CIVIL SERVICE SYSTEM

 
SEC. 1000.  UNCLASSIFIED AND CLASSIFIED SERVICE. The administrative 
Service of the City shall be divided into Unclassified and Classified Service:  
(a) The Unclassified Service shall be comprised of the following officers, employees, and 
positions:

(1) The Chief Administrative Officer, his or her deputies, if any, the City Clerk, the City 
Attorney, his or her deputies, if any, Council Assistants and all management employees 
serving in a class which contains one or more positions at the division head level and 
above, including the heads of all departments created by the Council.

(2) Positions in any class or grade created for special or temporary purposes for a period 
of not longer than one year within any two consecutive fiscal years;

(3) Persons employed to render professional, scientific, technical, or expert services of 
any occasional or exceptional character;

(4) Part-time employees paid on an hourly or per diem basis .

(b) The Classified Service shall be comprised of all positions not specifically included in this 
section in the Unclassified Service.

(Amendment ratified 1971 General Municipal Election; approved, Assembly Concurrent 
Resolution No. 130, filed with Secretary of State on June 18, 1971, Res. Ch. 77, Stat. 1971.)

(Amendment ratified 1981 Municipal Election, March 3, 1981.)

(Amendment ratified 1993 General Municipal Election, April 27, 1993.)

 
SEC. 1001.  MERIT PRINCIPLE.  All appointments to and promotions within the 
Classified Service shall be based upon efficiency and fitness which shall be ascertained 
by means of recognized personnel selection techniques.  

 
SEC. 1002.  SUSPENSION, DEMOTION, AND DISMISSAL. Except as 
otherwise provided in this Charter, an officer or employee holding a position in the 
classified service may be suspended without pay, demoted, or removed from his 
position for malfeasance, misconduct, incompetence, inefficiency or for failure to perform 
the duties of his position or to observe the established rules and regulations in relation 
thereto, or to cooperate reasonably with his superiors or fellow employees, but subject to 
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the right to a hearing before the Civil Service Board in the manner set forth herein.  
An officer or employee suspended, demoted, or removed shall be given in writing the reasons 
for his suspension, demotion, or removal. He shall be allowed a reasonable time for answering 
the same and may demand a public hearing upon the charges before the Civil Service Board, 
such hearing to be held in accordance with procedures established therefor. Hearings may be 
conducted informally and the technical rules of evidence need not apply but the officer or 
employee whose suspension, demotion, or removal is sought may be heard in person, be 
permitted to be represented by counsel and to produce testimony in his own behalf.

The decision of the Civil Service Board upon any such hearing shall be final. Any action or 
proceeding brought to determine the validity of the decision shall be commenced in a court of 
competent jurisdiction within thirty days after the date of mailing of notice of the decision to the 
parties.

(Amendment ratified 1971 General Municipal Election; approved, Assembly Concurrent 
Resolution No. 130, filed with Secretary of State on June 18, 1971, Res. Ch. 77, Stat. 1971.)
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ARTICLE XI  RETIREMENT

 
SEC. 1100.  RETIREMENT SYSTEM. The Council shall by ordinance provide for 
and establish a fund or funds for the relief and pensioning of all employees of the City of 
Fresno, except elective officers and part-time employees, who have been disabled or 
become superannuated in the service of the City and shall provide for the administration 
of such fund or funds; provided, however, that retirement benefits established by any 
ordinance existing at the effective date of this Charter shall not be reduced, decreased 
or diminished.  

 
SEC. 1101.  VETERANS. Notwithstanding any provision of law, any member of the 
Administrative Service of the City of Fresno who enters or shall have heretofore entered 
the armed services of the United States or the State of California during time of war or 
during any emergency declared by the President of the United States while so 
employed, and shall have been honorably discharged therefrom and thereupon returned 
to such employment within a reasonable time, after the termination of such war or 
emergency, shall for all purposes of any pension or retirement ordinance now or 
hereafter in effect, be entitled to have such time as he may have served in such armed 
forces deemed as service to the City of Fresno at the rate of compensation received 
immediately prior to his entry into such armed service. However, no contribution toward 
any pension or retirement fund shall be required of such person for the time spent in 
such armed forces.  
The provisions of this section shall be cumulative to any provisions of law enacted by the State 
of California or the United States relating to the reemployment of persons entering the armed 
forces of the United States or of the State of California.
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ARTICLE XII  FISCAL ADMINISTRATION

 
SEC. 1200.  TAX SYSTEM. For the purpose of municipal property taxation, the City 
may continue to use the County system of assessment, tax collection and deposit as 
such system is now in effect or may hereafter be amended and insofar as such provision 
is not in conflict with this Charter.  
Should there arise any reason whatsoever that prevents the City from using the County system, 
the Council shall provide by ordinance a system for the assessment, collection and deposit of 
municipal property taxes.

 
SEC. 1201.  FISCAL YEAR. The fiscal year of the City shall begin on the first day of 
July of each year and end on the thirtieth day of June of the following year.  

 
SEC. 1202.  ANNUAL BUDGET. PREPARATION BY CHIEF 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER. At such date as the Mayor shall determine, each 
department head shall furnish to the Mayor through the Chief Administrative Officer, 
estimates of revenue and expenditures for his or her department, detailed in such 
manner as may be prescribed by the mayor. In preparing the proposed budget, the 
Mayor shall review the estimates, hold conferences thereon with the Chief 
Administrative Officer and respective department heads and may revise the estimates 
as he or she may deem advisable.  
(Amendment ratified 1993 General Municipal Election, April 27, 1993.)

 
SEC. 1203.  BUDGET. SUBMISSION TO THE COUNCIL. At least thirty days 
prior to the beginning of each fiscal year, the Mayor shall submit to the Council the 
proposed budget as prepared for him or her. The Council may review the proposed 
budget and make such revisions as it may deem advisable. At the time he or she 
submits the proposed budget to the Council the Mayor shall determine, and shall advise 
the Council of, the time for holding of a public hearing thereon, and shall cause notice to 
be given of the time and place of such hearing, not less than ten days prior to the time 
fixed therefor, by publication of such notice at least once in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the City. Copies of the proposed budget shall be available for inspection by 
the public in the office of the City Clerk at least ten days prior to the hearing.  
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(Amendment ratified 1993 General Municipal Election, April 27, 1993.)

 
SEC. 1204.  BUDGET, PUBLIC HEARING. At the time so advertised or at any 
time to which such public hearing shall from time to time be adjourned, the Council shall 
hold a public hearing on the proposed budget, at which interested persons desiring to be 
heard shall be given such opportunity.  

 
SEC. 1205.  BUDGET, FURTHER CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION. After 
the conclusion of the public hearing the Council shall further consider the proposed 
budget and make any revisions thereof that it may deem advisable and on or before 
June 30, it shall adopt a budget. A copy thereof, certified by the City Clerk, shall be filed 
with the person retained by the Council to perform auditing functions for the Council and 
a further copy shall be placed and shall remain on file in the office of the City Clerk, 
where it shall be available for public inspection. The budget so certified shall be 
reproduced and copies made available for the use of departments, offices and agencies 
of the City.  
(Amendment ratified 1971 General Municipal Election; approved, Assembly Concurrent 
Resolution No. 130, filed with Secretary of State on June 18, 1971, Res. Ch. 77, Stat. 1971.)

 
SEC. 1206.  BUDGET, APPROPRIATIONS. From the effective date of the budget, 
the several amounts stated therein as proposed expenditures shall be and become 
appropriated to the several departments, offices and agencies for the respective objects 
and purposes therein named. All appropriations shall lapse at the end of the fiscal year 
to the extent that they shall not have been expended or lawfully encumbered.  
At any meeting after the adoption of the budget, the Council may amend or supplement the 
budget by motion adopted by the affirmative votes of at least five members so as to authorize 
the transfer of unused balances appropriated for one purpose to another purpose or to 
appropriate available funds not included in the budget.

 
SEC. 1207.  TAX LEVY. On or before the last Tuesday in August in each year, the 
Council shall, by ordinance, levy such tax as may be necessary to meet the 
appropriations made (less the estimated amount of revenue from other sources), and all 
sums required by law to be raised on account of the City debt and interest thereon, 
together with such addition, not exceeding five per cent, as may be deemed necessary 
to meet commissions, fees and deficiencies from the estimates in the amount of taxes 
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collected.  

 
SEC. 1208.  PROCUREMENT AND COMPETITIVE BIDDING.   
(a) Every contract involving an expenditure of city moneys of more than one hundred thousand 
dollars ($100,000), adjusted annually on the first of July to the nearest one thousand dollars 
($1,000) in response to changes in the National Consumer Price Index (United States City 
Average For All Products), for materials, supplies, equipment or for any public work of 
improvement, shall be let to the lowest responsive and responsible bidder after notice by 
publication in a newspaper of general circulation within the city by one or more insertions, the 
first of which shall be at least seven days before time for opening bids. For purposes of this 
subsection, Council shall by ordinance define "public work of improvement".

(1) All bids hereunder shall be accompanied by either a certified, or cashier's check, an 
irrevocable letter of credit, or a bidder's bond executed by a corporate surety admitted by 
the California Insurance Commissioner to do business in California, payable and 
acceptable to the city. Such security shall be in an amount not less than that specified in 
the notice inviting bids or in the specifications referred to therein, or if no amount be so 
specified, then in an amount not less than ten percent of the aggregate amount of the 
bid. A certificate of deposit or other instrument approved by Council may be accepted by 
the city in lieu of a bidder's bond. If the successful bidder neglects or refuses to enter into 
the contract within the time specified in the notice inviting bids or specifications referred 
to therein, the amount of the bidder's security may be declared forfeited to the city and 
may be collected and paid into a lawful, available city fund, and all bonds so forfeited 
shall be prosecuted and the amount thereof collected and paid into such fund.

(2) All bids hereunder shall be submitted in a sealed envelope and shall be filed with the 
officer in charge of the purchasing function prior to the opening time specified in the 
notice inviting bids. Such officer shall receive and be custodian of such bids and keep the 
same confidential until they are opened and declared.

(3) All bids received hereunder shall be publicly opened and declared at the time and at 
the place fixed in the notice inviting bids. Thereafter, the bids shall be tabulated and 
analyzed by the officer in charge of the purchasing function, who shall submit them, 
together with recommendations thereon, to the Chief Administrative Officer. The Chief 
Administrative Officer shall review the bids and submit them to the Council, along with his/
her recommendations, at a duly scheduled meeting of the Council.

(4) The Council shall have the right to waive any informality or minor irregularity in a bid. 
The Council may reject any and all bids presented and may readvertise in its discretion.

(5) The provisions of this subsection (a) shall not apply to any of the following:

(i) A work of improvement obtained through a design build process if authorized 
pursuant to subsection (c) herein.
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(ii) Work done by the city with its own personnel and/or equipment.

(iii) Materials, supplies, equipment or any public work of improvement obtained 
from or through any governmental agency.

(iv) When Council determines that the work to be done or the goods to be 
supplied can only be provided by one source, and the purchase is authorized by 
resolution of the Council containing a declaration of the facts constituting the sole 
source.

(v) When the purchase is deemed by Council to be of urgent necessity for the 
preservation of life, health or property, and such purchase is authorized by 
resolution passed by at least five affirmative votes of the Council and containing a 
declaration of the facts constituting the urgency.

(6) For those instances when alternative bid forms, or additive or deductive items are 
included in bid specifications, Council may establish by ordinance the method that will be 
used to determine the lowest bid. The establishment of any such method by the Council 
will not preclude the city from adding to or deducting from the contract any of the additive 
or deductive items after the lowest responsive and responsible bidder has been 
determined. Nothing in this subsection (a) shall preclude the Council from establishing a 
method reserving to the Council the right to award, after consideration of the amount of 
the bids and the combination of work to be performed, to the lowest responsive and 
responsible bidder of any alternative bid form or any combination of bid prices on the 
base contract and additive and/or deductive items identified in the city specifications, 
when in Council's discretion it determines such award to be either in the best interests of 
the city or obtains for the public the best economic result. Notwithstanding subdivisions 
(2) and (3) of this subsection (a), Council may establish by ordinance a method whereby 
the identity of the bidder is kept confidential until following Council's determination of the 
lowest bid.

(7) The Council may by resolution or ordinance establish procedures and requirements 
for hearing appeals by any bidder who has been determined by the Chief Administrative 
Officer to be nonresponsive or nonresponsible. The Council may also by resolution or 
ordinance establish procedures and requirements for the debarment of any bidder who 
has been determined by the Council to be nonresponsible.

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a) above, the Council may by ordinance authorize the officer in 
charge of the purchasing function, in the evaluation of any or all sealed bids for the purchase of 
materials, supplies, equipment and/or any public work of improvement, to extend up to a five 
percent preference for a local business in award of all contracts except for those contracts 
funded by the federal or state government when such funding would be jeopardized because of 
this preference. For purposes of this section, "local business" shall be as defined by Council 
within such ordinance.

(1) The amount of the preference shall be equal to the amount of the percentage applied 
to the lowest responsive and responsible bid.
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(2) If the bidder submitting the lowest responsive and responsible bid is not a local 
business, and if a local business has also submitted a responsive and responsible bid, 
and, with the benefit of the preference, the local business's bid is equal to or less than 
the original lowest responsive and responsible bid, the city shall award the contract to the 
local business at its submitted bid price.

(3) The bidder shall certify, under penalty of perjury, that the bidder qualifies as a local 
business. The preference is waived if the certification does not appear on the bid.

(c) Council may by ordinance establish a "design build process" which may be utilized in lieu of a 
competitive bid process as required by this section for construction of any public work of 
improvement.

(d) To be valid hereunder, any contract with the city for property, goods, services, materials, 
supplies, equipment or work shall be in writing and approved as to form by the City Attorney.

(e) The city shall not be subject to the California Public Contract Code, in whole or in part, unless 
Council agrees by ordinance.

(Amendment ratified 1971 General Municipal Election; approved, Assembly Concurrent 
Resolution No. 130, filed with Secretary of State on June 18, 1971, Res. Ch. 77, Stat. 1971.)

(Amendment ratified 1979 General Municipal Election, March 6, 1979.)

(Amendment ratified 1988 General Election, November 8, 1988.)

(Amendment ratified 1992 General Election, November 3, 1992.)

(Amendment ratified 1996 Primary Election, March 26, 1996.)

(Amendment ratified 2002 Consolidated Direct Primary Election, March 5, 2002.)

 
SEC. 1209.  CASH BASIS FUND. The Council may maintain a revolving fund, to be 
known as the "Cash Basis Fund", for the purpose of placing the payment of the running 
expenses of the City on a cash basis when so maintained. A reserve shall be built up in 
this fund from any available sources in an amount which the Council deems sufficient 
with which to meet all lawful demands against the city for the first five months, or other 
necessary period, of the succeeding fiscal year prior to the receipt of ad valorem tax 
revenues. Transfers may be made by the Council from such fund to any other fund or 
funds of such sum or sums as may be required for the purpose of placing such funds, as 
nearly as possible, on a cash basis. All moneys so transferred from the Cash Basis 
Fund shall be returned thereto before the end of the fiscal year.  

 
SEC. 1210.  TEMPORARY LOANS. Money may be borrowed in anticipation of the 
receipts from taxes during any fiscal year, by the issue of notes, certificates of 
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indebtedness or revenue bonds; but the aggregate amount of such loans at any time 
outstanding shall not exceed twenty-five percent of the receipts from taxes during the 
preceding fiscal year; and all such loans shall be paid out of the receipts from taxes for 
the fiscal year in which they are issued.  

 
SEC. 1211.  CAPITAL OUTLAYS FUND. A fund for capital outlays, generally is 
hereby created, to be known as the "Capital Outlays Fund". The Council may create by 
ordinance a special fund or funds for a special capital outlay purpose. The Council may 
levy and collect taxes for capital outlays and may include in the annual tax levy a levy for 
such purposes in which event it must apportion and appropriate to any such fund or 
funds the moneys derived from such levy; provided, however, that the tax rate for capital 
outlay purposes does not exceed twenty cents (20¢) in any one year.  
Once created, such fund shall remain inviolate for the purpose for which it was created; if for 
capital outlays generally, then for any such purposes, and if for a special capital outlay, then for 
such purpose only, unless the use of such fund for some other purpose is authorized by the 
affirmative votes of a majority of the electors voting on such proposition at a general or special 
election at which such proposition is submitted.

If the purpose for which any capital outlay fund has been created has been accomplished, the 
Council may transfer any unexpended or unencumbered surplus remaining in such fund to the 
fund for capital outlays generally, established by this Charter.

 
SEC. 1212.  UNAPPROPRIATED RESERVE FUND. The Council shall establish 
a fund known as the "Unappropriated Reserve Fund" for the purpose of meeting 
unforeseen contingencies and emergencies of the City for such amount as established 
by the Council. Said fund shall remain intact except by the affirmative vote of at least five 
members of the Council with a statement declaring the reason for its use.  

 
SEC. 1213.  BONDED DEBT LIMIT. The City shall not incur indebtedness 
evidenced by general obligation bonds which shall in the aggregate exceed the sum of 
twenty percent of the total assessed valuation for purposes of City taxation of all the real 
and personal property within the City, exclusive of any indebtedness that has been or 
may hereafter be incurred for the purposes of acquiring, constructing, extending, or 
maintaining municipal utilities for which purpose a further indebtedness may be incurred 
by the issuance of bonds, subject only to the provisions of the State Constitution and of 
this Charter.  
No bonded indebtedness which shall constitute a general obligation of the City may be created 
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unless authorized by the affirmative votes of a majority of the electors voting on such proposition 
at any election at which the question is submitted to the electors and unless in substantial 
compliance with the provisions of the State Constitution and of this Charter.

(Amendment ratified 1971 General Municipal Election; approved, Assembly Concurrent 
Resolution No. 130; filed with Secretary of State on June 18, 1971, Res. Ch. 77, Stat. 1971.)

 
SEC. 1214.  PRESENTATION OF DEMANDS. (Repealed Resolutions Chapter 
152, Statutes 1961).  

 
SEC. 1215.  ACTIONS AGAINST THE CITY. (Repealed Resolutions Chapter 
152, Statutes 1961).  

 
SEC. 1216.  INDEPENDENT AUDIT. The Council shall employ at the beginning of 
each fiscal year a public accountant who shall, at such time or times as may be specified 
by the Council, and at such other times as he shall determine, examine the books, 
records, inventories and reports of all officers and employees who receive, handle or 
disburse public funds and of all such other officers, employees or departments as the 
Council may direct. As soon as practicable after the end of the fiscal year, a final audit 
and report shall be submitted by such accountant to the Council, one copy thereof to be 
distributed to each member, one to the Chief Administrative Officer, Controller, 
Treasurer, and City Attorney, respectively, and three additional copies to be placed on 
file in the office of the City Clerk where they shall be available for inspection by the 
general public.  

 
SEC. 1217.  REGISTERING WARRANTS. Warrants on the City Treasurer which 
are not paid for lack of funds shall be registered. All registered warrants shall be paid in 
the order of their registration when funds therefor are available and shall bear interest 
from the date of registration at such rate as shall be fixed by the Council by resolution.  

 
SEC. 1218.  MUNICIPALLY OWNED UTILITIES. The Council through the Chief 
Administrative Officer shall endeavor to make each municipally owned utility financially 
self-sustaining. After providing for depreciation reserves and amortization of general 
obligation and revenue bonds issued for such utility and for reasonable accumulation of 
reserves for improvement and expansion, and for deposits into special funds created to 
secure revenue bonds issued for such utility, each utility shall apply all annual profits 
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thereafter remaining to rate reductions, subject to any limitations on the application of 
such profits or on rate reductions contained in any resolution of the Council relating to 
the issuance of revenue bonds for such utility. No municipally owned utility shall be 
operated for the benefit of other municipal functions nor be used directly or indirectly as 
a general revenue-producing agency for the City, but may pay to the City such amounts 
of money, in lieu of property and other taxes normally placed upon private business 
enterprises, as the Council may provide by ordinance and may also pay to the City for 
any lawful purpose such amounts of surplus annual profits as may be permitted by the 
provisions of any resolution of the Council relating to the issuance of revenue bonds.  

 
SEC. 1219.  OFF-STREET VEHICULAR PARKING. That the City of Fresno, in 
addition to all other powers elsewhere enumerated in this Charter, shall have the power 
to acquire (whether by purchase, lease, eminent domain or otherwise) construct, 
establish, improve, extend, maintain, operate, administer, lease, sublease and let off-
street vehicular parking facilities and places within the City of Fresno in order to relieve 
traffic congestion and promote the welfare of the citizens and inhabitants thereof.  
Without limiting the generality of the next preceding paragraph, the City shall have the power:

(a) To acquire lands and property and rights-of-way necessary and convenient for use as 
parking places;

(b) To acquire lands and property and rights-of-way necessary and convenient for the 
opening, widening, straightening and extending of streets or alleys necessary or 
convenient for ingress or egress from any parking place herein established;

(c) To acquire by condemnation, purchase, or gift any property or any interest therein. 
Any lands or property necessary or convenient for off-street vehicular parking places may 
be acquired in fee simple by condemnation or otherwise;

(d) To improve any lands acquired by the construction thereon of garages or other 
buildings or improvements necessary or convenient for off-street vehicular parking 
purposes;

(e) To collect fees or charges to pay all or any part of purchasing, improving, repairing or 
operating off-street vehicular parking. To establish and regulate rates and charges for all 
services provided the users of such facilities;

(f) To establish funds for such system or systems and place limitations upon the use of 
moneys therefrom;

(g) To establish off-street vehicular parking places only within the City of Fresno;

(h) To make all necessary rules and regulations regarding the operation and 
maintenance of off-street vehicular parking facilities;
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(i) To issue revenue bonds and refunding revenue bonds for the purchase, acquisition, 
construction, improvement, operation and maintenance of any and all off-street vehicular 
parking facilities so acquired and to evidence such obligation for payment, discharge and 
retirement of the cost of such facilities, improvements and projects by the issuance of 
revenue bonds therefor, including refunding revenue bonds, in negotiable or non-
negotiable form and payable solely out of the revenue derived from the operation, and 
control of such off-street vehicular parking facilities, in accordance with the procedure 
established by Section 1222 of this Charter;

(j) To bind, allocate, pledge and authorize payment of all or any part of the net revenues 
collected from the establishment and operation of parking meters within this city for 
periods of years for the payment of operation and maintenance costs of such off-street 
vehicular parking facilities and principal and interest on all revenue bonds issued and 
outstanding, until all of such bonds have been fully paid;

(k) To do any and all acts or things necessary or appropriate to carry out the purpose of 
this section.

 
SEC. 1220.  AIRPORT FACILITIES. The City of Fresno shall have the power to 
acquire (whether by lease, purchase, eminent domain or otherwise), construct, 
establish, improve, extend, maintain, operate, administer, lease, sub-lease and let 
airport facilities, including but not limited to runways, hangars, warehouses, buildings for 
the repair or manufacture of airplanes or airplane parts, control towers, traffic control 
devices and administration facilities within or without the City of Fresno to promote and 
facilitate air traffic and promote the welfare of the citizens and inhabitants thereof.  
Without limiting the generality of the next preceding paragraph, the City shall have the power:

(a) To acquire lands and property and rights-of-way necessary and convenient for use for 
airport purposes;

(b) To acquire by condemnation, purchase, or gift any property or any interest therein;

(c) To improve any lands acquired by the construction thereon of runways, hangars, 
warehouses, buildings for the repair or manufacture of airplanes or airplane parts, or 
other buildings or improvements necessary or convenient for airport purposes;

(d) To collect fees, rentals or charges to pay all or any part of purchasing, improving, 
repairing or operating airport facilities; to establish and regulate rentals, rates and 
charges for all services provided the users of such facilities;

(e) To establish funds for any or all such facilities and place limitations upon the uses of 
the money therefrom;

(f) To make all necessary rules and regulations regarding the operation and maintenance 
of airport facilities or properties;
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(g) To issue revenue bonds and refunding revenue bonds for the purchase, acquisition, 
construction, improvement, extension, operation or maintenance of any and all airport 
facilities so acquired and to evidence such obligation for payment, discharge and 
retirement of the cost of such facilities, improvements and projects by the issuance of 
revenue bonds therefor, including refunding revenue bonds, in negotiable or non-
negotiable form and payable solely out of the revenue derived from the operation, control 
or leasing of such airport facilities or properties or any part thereof, in accordance with 
the procedure established by Section 1222 of this Charter;

(h) To bind, allocate, pledge and authorize payment of all or any part of the gross 
revenues collected from airport operations or from lands owned or held for airport 
purposes of every kind and nature for periods of years, for the payment of operation and 
maintenance costs of such airport facilities and principal and interest on all revenue 
bonds or refunding revenue bonds issued and outstanding until all such bonds have 
been fully paid;

(i) To do any and all acts or things necessary or appropriate to carry out the purposes of 
this section.

 
SEC. 1221.  OTHER REVENUE-PRODUCING UTILITIES. The City of Fresno 
shall have power to acquire (whether by lease, purchase, eminent domain or otherwise), 
construct, establish, improve, extend, maintain, operate, administer, lease, sublease and 
sublet any revenue-producing utility, including any and all improvements, buildings, 
systems, plants, works, facilities or undertakings used or useful in  
(i) the obtaining, conserving, treating, and supplying of water for domestic use, irrigation, 
sanitation, industrial use, fire protection, recreation, or any other public or private uses;

(ii) the collection, treatment or disposal of garbage or other solid waste matter;

(iii) the collection, treatment or disposal of sewage, liquid industrial waste matter, or waste or 
storm water, including drainage.

Each such utility shall include all parts thereof, whether now in existence or hereafter 
constructed or acquired, and all improvements and extensions thereof hereafter acquired, and 
all lands, easements, rights-of-way, water rights, licenses, franchises, equipment, improvements 
or facilities whatsoever appurtenant or relating thereto, within or without the City of Fresno to 
promote the welfare of the citizens and inhabitants thereof.

Without limiting the generality of the next preceding paragraph, the City shall have power:

(a) To acquire lands and property and rights-of-way and any rights, licenses or franchises 
necessary or convenient for use for a revenue-producing utility;

(b) To acquire by condemnation, purchase or gift any property or interest therein;

(c) To improve any lands acquired by any construction necessary or convenient for the 

http://library1.municode.com/default-test/DocView/14478/1/205/217
 (10 of 18) [4/28/2009 7:41:10 PM]



ARTICLE XII FISCAL ADMINISTRATION

purposes of any such utility;

(d) To collect fees, rentals or charges to pay all or any part of purchasing, improving, or 
operating any such utility; and to establish and regulate rentals, rates and charges for all 
services provided the users of any such utility;

(e) To establish funds for any such utility and place limitations upon the uses of the 
money therefrom;

(f) To make all necessary rules and regulations regarding the use, operation and 
maintenance of any such utility;

(g) To issue revenue bonds and refunding revenue bonds for the purchase, acquisition, 
construction, improvement, extension, operation or maintenance of any such utility and to 
evidence such obligation for payment, discharge and retirement of the cost of such 
facilities, improvements and projects by the issuance of revenue bonds therefor, 
including refunding revenue bonds, in negotiable or non-negotiable form and payable 
solely out of the revenue derived from the operation, control or leasing of all or any part 
of any such utility, in accordance with the procedure established by Section 1222 of this 
Charter;

(h) To bind, allocate, pledge and authorize payment of all or any part of the gross 
revenues of any such utility or of any improvement or extension thereof for periods of 
years, for the payment of operation and maintenance costs of such utility and principal 
and interest on all revenue bonds or refunding revenue bonds issued and outstanding 
until all such bonds have been fully paid;

(i) To do any and all acts or things necessary or appropriate to carry out the purposes of 
this section.

 
SEC. 1222.  REVENUE BONDS.
(a) Revenue bonds may be authorized by the Council of the City of Fresno by resolution of five 
affirmative votes of the Council at a duly assembled meeting. All such revenue bonds so issued 
shall contain a recital on their face that neither the payment of the principal of or interest thereon 
constitutes a debt, liability, or obligation of the City of Fresno, except as provided in this section. 
All such revenue bonds shall be payable either

(1) exclusively from the revenues derived from the operation of off-street vehicular 
parking facilities and revenues from parking meters, or such specific portions thereof as 
may be allocated and pledged to the payment of such revenue bonds; or

(2) exclusively from the revenues derived from the operation of airport facilities or 
properties, or such specific portions thereof as may be allocated and pledged to the 
payment of such revenue bonds; or

(3) exclusively from the revenues derived from the operation of any revenue-producing 
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utility referred to in Section 1221 of this Charter, or such specific portions thereof as may 
be allocated and pledged to the payment of such revenue bonds, in accordance with the 
terms of the resolution under which said revenue bonds are authorized to be issued.

Reference on the face of such revenue bonds to such resolution by its date of adoption shall be 
sufficient to incorporate all of the provisions thereof into the body of said revenue bonds and 
their appurtenant coupons. Each taker and subsequent holder of said revenue bonds or 
coupons, whether such coupons are attached to or detached from said revenue bonds, shall 
have recourse to all of the provisions of such resolution and shall be bound thereby.

(b) The Council of the City of Fresno shall have power and is hereby authorized:

(1) To fix the aggregate principal amount of all revenue bonds which may from time to 
time be issued for any purpose authorized by this section; to prescribe the purpose or 
purposes for which the same may be issued and to provide for the issuance of additional 
bonds and the security therefor;

(2) To prescribe the form and denomination of the revenue bonds and the terms and 
conditions upon which the same shall be issued, paid, and retired. Revenue bonds may 
be issued in one or more series; may bear such date or dates; may mature at such time 
or times not exceeding forty years from their respective dates (provided that if any 
authorized issue of revenue bonds is divided into two or more series or divisions, the 
maximum maturity date of each such series or division shall be calculated from the date 
on the face of each bond separately, irrespective of the fact that different dates may be 
prescribed for the bonds of each separate series or division of any authorized issue); 
may be in the form of serial bonds or sinking fund bonds with serial of term maturities; 
may bear interest at a rate or rates not exceeding nine percent per annum, payable 
annually or semi-annually; may be in such denomination or denominations and in such 
form, either coupon or registered; may carry such registration or conversion privileges; 
may be executed in such manner may be payable in such medium of payment and at 
such place or places within or without the State of California; may be subject to such 
terms of redemption with or without premium; may be subject to call or redemption prior 
to their fixed maturity date, provided the right to exercise such call is expressly stated on 
the face of the bonds; all as provided in such resolution or resolutions of said Council; 
provided further, that all revenue bonds maturing subsequent to five years from their date 
may be issued as callable bonds, subject to redemption at the option of the City upon 
such terms as the Council shall determine;

(3) To provide, in and by the resolution or resolutions authorizing the issuance, the terms 
and conditions upon which all such revenue bonds issued thereunder may be declared or 
become due and payable in the event of said defaults, if any, as may be specified in said 
resolution; may also provide for the replacement of mutilated, destroyed, stolen, or lost 
bonds;

(4) To provide in and by such resolution for the authentication and execution of revenue 
bonds by manual, lithographed, or mechanically reproduced facsimile signatures of any 
officers of the Council and also to provide for additional authentication of such revenue 
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bonds by any trustee or fiscal agent appointed by said Council. If any of the officers 
whose signatures on bonds or coupons cease to be officers before the delivery of said 
revenue bonds or coupons to the purchasers thereof, their signatures or 
countersignatures shall nevertheless be valid and of the same force and effect as if such 
officers had remained in office until the delivery of the revenue bonds and coupons;

(5) To provide by resolution, pending the preparation of the definitive bonds, for the 
issuance of interim receipts or temporary bonds exchangeable for definitive bonds when 
such definitive bonds are ready for delivery in such form and with such provisions as may 
be provided in said resolution, and further to provide that notwithstanding the form or 
tenor of such interim receipts or temporary bonds that such interim receipts, temporary 
bonds, and also all revenue bonds shall at all times be, and be treated as, negotiable 
instruments for all purposes;

(6) To provide that the proceeds of the sale of said revenue bonds shall be applied to the 
payment of all costs and expenses to be incurred in connection with the issuance of said 
bonds, including fiscal agents, and legal expenses, working capital and interest, which it 
is estimated will accrue during the construction period and for not exceeding six months 
thereafter on money borrowed or which it is estimated will be borrowed through the 
issuance of such revenue bonds.

(c) Revenue bonds authorized hereby may be sold by the Council from time to time in such 
manner as the Council may determine and at a price below the par value thereof; provided that 
the maximum net interest cost on revenue bonds sold below par or face value shall not exceed 
an average of nine percent per annum, payable annually or semiannually, to the respective 
maturity dates of said revenue bonds as determined by standard tables of bond values.

(d) The Council shall have authority to provide for the issuance, sale, or exchange of refunding 
revenue bonds for the purpose of redeeming, retiring, or refunding any revenue bonds issued 
under this Charter subject to any limitations contained in the resolution providing for the 
issuance of such revenue bonds. All provisions of this section applicable to the issuance of 
revenue bonds are hereby made applicable to the issuance of refunding bonds and to the sale 
or exchange thereof. Refunding revenue bonds may be issued in the principal amount sufficient 
to provide funds for the payment of all revenue bonds to be refunded thereby and in addition for 
the payment of all expenses incident to the calling, retiring, or paying of such outstanding 
revenue bonds in the issuance of such refunding bonds. Such expenses may include any 
amount necessary to be made available for the payment of interest upon such refunding bonds 
from the date of sale thereof to the date of payment of the revenue bonds to be refunded and 
also the premium, if any, necessary to be paid in order to call and retire the outstanding revenue 
bonds and the interest accruing thereon to the call date.

(e) All revenue bonds issued by the Council shall be secured by a lien upon the gross revenue of 
the project for the acquisition, construction and completion of which said revenue bonds are to 
be issued, and

(1) In the case of revenue bonds for off-street vehicular parking facilities, revenues from 
parking meters, as shall be more fully described in the resolution of the Council 
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authorizing the issuance of said bonds, and said Council shall have power in and by such 
resolution to pledge and assign as security for such revenue bonds all or any part of the 
gross revenues of any project for the acquisition or construction of which said revenue 
bonds are to be issued, including revenues from improvements and extensions thereof 
thereafter constructed or acquired, as well as the revenues of existing off-street vehicular 
parking project operated or controlled by said City of Fresno and also any sums allocated 
by the Council from the operation of parking meters to the revenue bond fund for 
payment of expenses, principal, and interest of the revenue bonds; or

(2) In the case of revenue bonds for airport facilities, revenues of any existing airport 
facilities or properties operated or controlled by the City of Fresno and of any 
improvements and extensions thereof thereafter constructed or acquired as shall be 
more fully described in the resolution of the Council authorizing the issuance of said 
bonds, said Council shall have power in and by such resolution to pledge and assign as 
security for such revenue bonds all or any part of the gross revenues of any project for 
the acquisition or construction of which said revenue bonds are to be issued, including 
revenues from improvements and extensions thereof thereafter constructed or acquired, 
and also any sums allocated by the Council from the gross revenues collected from any 
existing airport facilities or properties, including revenues from improvements and 
extensions thereof thereafter constructed or acquired, to the revenue bond fund for 
payment of expenses, or for the payment or security of the principal of and interest on 
the revenue bonds; or

(3) In the case of revenue bonds for any other revenue-producing utility, revenues of any 
existing portion or portions of such utility operated or controlled by the City of Fresno and 
of any improvements or extensions thereof thereafter constructed or acquired as shall be 
more fully described in the resolution of the Council authorizing the issuance of said 
bonds, and said Council shall have power in and by such resolution to pledge and assign 
as security for such revenue bonds all or any part of the gross revenues of any project for 
the acquisition or construction of which said revenue bonds are to be issued, including 
revenues from improvements and extensions thereof constructed or acquired, and also 
any sums allocated by the Council from the gross revenues collected from any existing 
portion or portions of such utility, including revenues from improvements and extensions 
thereof thereafter constructed or acquired, to the revenue bond fund for payment of 
expenses, or for the payment or security of the principal of and interest on the revenue 
bonds.

Sums required to meet the payment of interest on and principal of revenue bonds issued under 
this Charter shall be secured by a first, direct, and exclusive charge and lien upon all revenues 
described in the resolution authorizing the issuance of such revenue bonds and upon all sinking 
funds, reserve funds, or redemption funds created for the further security of said revenue bonds 
and the income therefrom, and all such revenues and funds and the income therefrom shall 
constitute a trust fund for the security and payment of such revenue bonds and shall not be used 
for any other purpose as long as such bonds, or any of them, and the interest thereon are 
outstanding and unpaid, except that in the resolution providing for the issuance of said revenue 
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bonds, there may be apportioned, so long as the interest on and principal of such revenue bonds 
is paid as the same becomes due and payable, together with all other charges required by such 
resolution for the protection of or better securing of such revenue bonds, such sums as may be 
specified in such resolution for the payment of maintenance and operating costs of such projects 
and of any existing facilities or utility the revenues of which are pledged and assigned as security 
for such revenue bonds, or for any other lawful purpose of the City of Fresno, but only to the 
extent specified and described in said resolution.

(f) Any resolution of the Council providing for the issuance of revenue bonds may also, in 
addition to all other appropriate agreements deemed necessary or advisable by the Council, 
contain such covenants and agreements as it deems necessary or advisable for the better 
security of the revenue bonds issued thereunder. The Council is hereby authorized and 
empowered in and by the terms of any such resolution to covenant and agree with the holders of 
any of said revenue bonds so long as the same shall be outstanding as follows:

(1) That the proceeds of the sale of said revenue bonds shall be deposited in a fund 
separate and apart from all other funds of the City of Fresno and shall be applied solely 
and exclusively to the object and purpose for which said revenue bonds are herein 
authorized to be issued and that any proceeds remaining unexpended after the object 
and purpose for which said revenue bonds are authorized to be issued shall have been 
completed shall be applied to the payment of principal and interest of such revenue 
bonds and that none of said moneys shall be transferred to any other fund of the City of 
Fresno or used for any purpose other than as specified in said resolution;

(2) That the City of Fresno shall operate or cause to be operated, all projects and 
properties acquired from the proceeds of the sale of said revenue bonds continuously so 
long as said revenue bonds are outstanding in an efficient manner and in good working 
order and condition, and will make all needful and necessary repairs, improvements, and 
replacements;

(3) That the Council will establish and maintain reasonable rentals, rates, tolls, and/or 
charges for all properties maintained, owned, operated, leased, or controlled by it 
(including parking meters in the case of off-street parking projects), or acquired from the 
proceeds of the sale of revenue bonds and that such rentals, rates, tolls, and/or charges 
shall at all times be adequate to yield annual revenue equal to all redemption payments 
and interest charges on said revenue bonds as the same fall due, together with such 
additional sums as may be required for any sinking fund, reserve fund, or any other 
special fund provided for the security of revenue bonds or for any maintenance and 
operation, depreciation, reserve fund, or other charges in connection with the operation 
of any properties of the City of Fresno, and further that such rentals, rates, tolls, and/or 
charges shall not be reduced below an amount sufficient to provide funds to meet all 
obligations set forth in the resolution authorizing the issuance of such revenue bonds. No 
person shall be permitted to use or operate any of the facilities or properties of the City of 
Fresno or to make use thereof, except upon payment of the regularly established charge 
therefor, except only, as may be provided in the resolution authorizing the issuance of 
such revenue bonds, in the case of firemen, policemen, and other essential public 
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employees, to be specifically set forth in such resolution. All such rentals, rates, tolls, and/
or charges shall be paid only in such coin or currency as on the date of payment is legal 
payment for public or private debts, or in scrip or tokens issued only upon payment of the 
face value of such coin or currency. Any agreement contained in said resolution with 
respect to such rentals, rates, tolls, and/or charges shall be binding upon the City of 
Fresno and upon its officers, departments, and boards thereof;

(4) That accurate books and records of account showing all revenues received from the 
operation of all properties by the City of Fresno, and all expenditures thereof, will be kept 
and provided, and that all books and records of the City of Fresno pertaining to the 
operation of such off-street vehicular parking places or airport facilities or other revenue-
producing utility shall be open at all times during business hours to the inspection of the 
holders of one or more of the revenue bonds, or of any percentage of such holders or 
their duly authorized representatives as may be provided in such resolution. That annual 
or other periodic statements of the condition of all such off-street vehicular parking 
properties or airport facilities or other revenue-producing utility operated by the City of 
Fresno will be furnished to the holders of such revenue bonds and that summaries 
thereof will be published at least annually in the official newspaper of the City of Fresno. 
The resolution providing for the issuance of revenue bonds may also provide that the 
books and records of the City of Fresno pertaining to the operation of such off-street 
vehicular parking places or airport facilities or other revenue-producing utility shall be 
audited by independent public accountants in such manner and under such 
circumstances as may be set forth in the resolution;

(5) That no part of the said properties in the City of Fresno shall be sold, leased, 
mortgaged, or otherwise encumbered or disposed of except upon such terms and 
conditions as may be defined in said resolution and that if any part of the properties of 
the City of Fresno shall be taken by eminent domain or other proceedings authorized by 
law, the proceeds therefrom shall be applied to the replacement of properties of like kind 
and character or to the payment and retirement of revenue bonds, or as may be set forth 
in said resolution;

(6) That said resolution may contain such other terms and conditions with respect to the 
payment of the bonds, the operation of said off-street vehicular parking facilities or airport 
facilities or other revenue-producing utility and properties by the City of Fresno, payment 
of claims, or the obtaining of insurance of any kind or character on any of said properties 
of the City of Fresno and the payment of the premium therefor, events of default and the 
rights of the holders of revenue bonds in the event thereof, the procedure under which 
the terms and conditions of the revenue bonds and of the resolution authorizing the 
issuance thereof may be amended at a meeting of the bondholders or by written assent 
of bondholders without a meeting and the manner in which such consent of the 
bondholders may be given, either with or without a meeting, and the effect of such an 
amendment or modification upon the rights of all holders of the bonds and coupons and 
also all other agreements deemed necessary or desirable in order to secure said 
revenue bonds or to make the same more marketable.
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(g) The validity of any revenue bonds issued by the Council of the City of Fresno shall not be 
dependent on or affected in any way by any proceedings taken by the City of Fresno for 
acquisition, construction, or completion of any properties or projects for which said bonds are to 
be issued or any contracts made in connection with the acquisition, construction, or operation of 
any such properties. Said revenue bonds shall be incontestable and shall by their issuance and 
delivery conclusively establish the due performance of all conditions precedent to their issue.

(h) The City of Fresno may, at any time after the adoption of a resolution providing for the 
issuance of any revenue bonds under this Charter and prior to the actual delivery of such bonds 
to any purchaser thereof, bring an action in the Superior Court of Fresno County to determine 
the validity of any such bonds. Such action shall be in the nature of a proceedingin rem.  The 
jurisdiction of all parties interested may be had by publication of summons for at least once a 
week for three weeks in some newspaper of general circulation published in Fresno County, 
such newspaper to be designated by the Judge of the Court having jurisdiction of the 
proceedings. The jurisdiction shall be completed within ten days after publication of the 
summons in the manner herein provided. Anyone interested may at any time before the 
expiration of said ten days appear and by proper proceedings contest the validity of such 
revenue bonds. Such action shall be speedily tried and judgment rendered declaring the bonds 
either valid or invalid. Either party shall have the right to appeal to the Supreme Court of the 
State of California at any time within thirty days after the entry of such judgment and such appeal 
shall be heard and determined by said Court within three months from the time of submission 
thereof to said Court.  

(i) The provisions of this section constitute full and complete authority for the issuance of 
revenue bonds as herein provided by the Council of the City of Fresno and no other procedure 
or proceedings, consents, approvals, orders, or permission from any municipal officer or a board 
of the City of Fresno shall be required for the acquisition, construction, or completion of any 
properties or the issuance of any revenue bonds except as specifically provided in Section 1219, 
1220, or 1221 of this Charter. The powers and authorities conferred by said sections of this 
Charter are in addition to and supplemental to all other powers and authorities conferred upon 
the City of Fresno. The method provided in said sections for the acquisition of properties and the 
issuance of revenue bonds shall be deemed an additional method for acquiring such properties 
and providing funds therefor, provided that the City of Fresno may, in its discretion, acquire any 
properties of a like or similar nature and issue general obligation bonds of the City of Fresno 
therefor, but subject to the conditions that the City of Fresno shall not, while any revenue bonds 
are issued or outstanding, acquire, construct, or complete any competing projects or properties 
similar to those maintained or operated through the issuance of revenue bonds by the Council. 
Revenue bonds issued under this Charter shall not be taken into consideration in determining 
the bonded indebtedness which the City of Fresno is authorized to incur pursuant to Section 
1213 of this Charter.

(Amendment ratified 1971 General Municipal Election; approved, Assembly Concurrent 
Resolution No. 130, filed with Secretary of State on June 18, 1971, Res. Ch. 77, Stat. 1971.)
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SEC. 1223.  REVENUE BONDS. Notwithstanding anything contained in the 
preceding Sections 1218 to 1222, the Council may issue revenue bonds for any lawful 
purpose, in such manner and upon such terms and conditions as it may fix and establish 
by the provisions of a procedural ordinance. Such bonds shall be payable only out of 
revenues specified by the Council and shall not constitute an indebtedness of the City. 
This section shall be deemed to provide a complete, additional and alternative method 
for doing the things authorized by such preceding sections, and shall be regarded as 
supplemental and additional to the powers conferred thereby or by other laws.  
(Amendment ratified 1981 Municipal Election, March 3, 1981.)

 
SEC. 1224.  PROHIBITION ON TAXING UTILITIES USERS. The city shall not 
tax any person for using any utility service, including but not limited to, intrastate 
telephone communication service, gas delivered through mains or pipes, and electrical 
energy. This prohibition shall take effect for the tax year beginning on July 1, following 
the passage of this amendment and shall also apply to each fiscal year thereafter.  
(Amendment ratified 1981 Municipal Election, March 3, 1981.)

 
SEC. 1225.  WATER METERS PROHIBITED. The City shall not, directly or 
indirectly (1) install or require the installation of water meters at single-family housing 
units; (2) bill or otherwise levy charges for single-family residential water consumption at 
a metered rate; or (3) charge the property owner or tenant for the cost of installing, 
maintaining, or removing residential water meters from single-family residents.  
(Amendment ratified 1992 General Election, November 3, 1992.)
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ARTICLE XIII  FRANCHISES

 
SEC. 1300.  GRANTING OF FRANCHISES. Any person, firm or corporation 
furnishing the City or its inhabitants with transportation communication, terminal 
facilities, water, light, heat, electricity, gas, power, refrigeration, storage or any other 
public utility or service, or using the public streets, ways, alleys or places for operation of 
plants, works or equipment for the furnishing thereof, or traversing any portion of the City 
for the transmitting or conveying of any such service elsewhere, may be required by 
ordinance to have a valid and existing franchise therefor. The Council is empowered to 
grant such franchise to any person, firm, corporation, whether operating under an 
existing franchise or not, and to prescribe the terms and conditions of any such grant. It 
may also provide, by procedural ordinance, the method of procedure and additional 
terms and conditions of such grants, or the making thereof, all subject to the provisions 
of this Charter.  
Nothing in this section, or elsewhere in this article, shall apply to the City, or to any department 
thereof, when furnishing any such utility or service.

 
SEC. 1301.  RESOLUTION OF INTENTION. NOTICE AND PUBLIC 
HEARING. Before granting any franchise, the Council shall pass a resolution declaring 
its intention to grant the same, stating the name of the proposed grantee, the character 
of the franchise and the terms and conditions upon which it is proposed to be granted. 
Such resolution shall fix and set forth the day, hour and place when and where any 
persons having any interest therein or any objection to the granting thereof may appear 
before the Council and be heard thereon. It shall direct the City Clerk to publish said 
resolution at least once, within fifteen days of the passage thereof, in a newspaper of 
general circulation within the City. Said notice shall be published at least ten days prior 
to the date of the hearing.  
At the time set for the hearing, or at any adjournment thereof, the Council shall proceed to hear 
and pass upon all protests and its decision thereon shall be final and conclusive. Thereafter it 
may by ordinance grant the franchise on the terms and conditions specified in the resolution of 
intention to grant the same, subject to the right of referendum of the people, or it may deny the 
same. If the Council shall determine that changes should be made in the terms and conditions 
upon which the franchise is proposed to be granted, a new resolution of intention shall be 
adopted and like proceedings had thereon.
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SEC. 1302.  TERM OF FRANCHISE. Every franchise shall state the term for which 
it is granted, which shall not exceed fifty years.  

 
SEC. 1303.  EMINENT DOMAIN. No franchise grant shall in any way, or to any 
extent, impair or affect the right of the city to acquire the property of the grantee thereof 
either by purchase or through the exercise of the right of eminent domain, and nothing 
therein contained shall be construed to contract away or to modify or to abridge, either 
for a term or in perpetuity, the city's right of eminent domain with respect to any public 
utility.  

 
SEC. 1304.  RAILROAD CORPORATIONS. In respect of a railroad corporation, as 
such term is used in Section 7555 of the Public Utilities Code of California, the term 
"franchise" as used in this article includes "franchise or permit" as used in said Section 
7555.  
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ARTICLE XIV  ELECTIONS

 
SEC. 1400.  DIRECT PRIMARY AND GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS.
(a) Beginning in 1996, direct primary elections for the nomination of candidates to be voted for at 
the ensuing general municipal election and for such other purposes as the Council may 
prescribe shall be held in the City on same date as the statewide direct primary election as 
provided in the Elections Code of the State of California. If any candidate for a particular office 
receives a majority of all votes cast for a particular office, that candidate shall be declared 
elected and no general municipal election shall be held for that office.

(b) Beginning in 1996, general municipal elections for the election of officers and for such other 
purposes as the Council may prescribe shall be held in the City on the same date as the 
statewide general election as provided in the Elections Code of the State of California. 
Notwithstanding subsections 1400(a) and (b), the Council may by ordinance or resolution 
provide for such elections to be held within thirty-one days of either of such dates for the 
purpose of consolidation with any election to be conducted in the County of Fresno, State of 
California.

(Amendments ratified 1965 General Municipal Election; approved, Assembly Concurrent 
Resolution No. 112, filed with Secretary of State on May 20, 1965, Ch. 96, Stat. 1965.)

(Amendment ratified 1975 General Municipal Election.)

(Amendment ratified 1980 Special Municipal Election, June 3, 1980.)

(Amendment ratified 1996 Primary Election, March 26, 1996.)

 
SEC. 1401.  SPECIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS. All other municipal elections 
that may be held by authority of this Charter, or of any law, shall be known as special 
municipal election.  
A special municipal election shall be held for the election of the first Mayor and first Councilmen 
under this Charter on the second Tuesday in April following the filing of the concurrent resolution 
of the Legislature approving this Charter with Secretary of State.

 
SEC. 1402.  PROCEDURE FOR HOLDING ELECTIONS. Unless otherwise 
provided by ordinance hereafter enacted, all elections shall be held in accordance with 
the provisions of the Elections Code of the State of California, as the same now exist or 
hereafter may be amended, for the holding of elections in general law cities so far as the 
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same are not in conflict with this Charter.  

 
SEC. 1403.  INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM AND RECALL. There are hereby 
reserved to the electors of the city the powers of initiative and referendum and of the 
recall of municipal elective officers. The provisions of the Elections Code of the State of 
California, as the same now exist or hereafter may be amended, governing the initiative 
and referendum and the recall of municipal officers, shall apply to the use thereof in the 
City so far as such provisions of the Elections Code are not in conflict with the provisions 
of this Charter.  

 
SEC. 1404.  BALLOT MEASURES. Any measure submitted to the voters at a 
municipal election shall be worded so that a "yes" vote indicates approval of the 
measure proposed and a "no" vote indicates disapproval.  
(Amendment ratified 1993 Primary Election, March 2, 1993.)
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ARTICLE XV  GENERAL PROVISIONS

 
SEC. 1500.  VALIDITY OF CHARTER. If any provision of this Charter, or the 
application thereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the 
Charter, and the application of such provisions to other persons or circumstances, shall 
not be affected thereby.  

 
SEC. 1501.  DEFINITIONS. Unless the provision or the context otherwise requires, 
as used in this Charter:  
(a) "Shall" is mandatory, and "may" is permissive;

(b) "City" is the City of Fresno, and "department", "board", "commission", "agency", "officer", or 
"employee", is a department, board, commission, agency, officer or employee, as the case may 
be, of the City of Fresno;

(c) "County" is the County of Fresno;

(d) "State" is the State of California;

(e) "Council" is the City Council of the City of Fresno;

(f) A "Councilmember" means any one of the seven members of the Council.

(g)Reserved.    

(h) "Newspaper of general circulation within the city" is as defined by Section 6000 of the 
Government Code of the State of California.

(Amendment ratified 1993 General Municipal Election, April 27, 1993.)

 
SEC. 1502.  VIOLATIONS. The violation of any provision of this Charter shall be 
deemed a misdemeanor and be punishable upon conviction by a fine of not exceeding 
one thousand dollars ($1000) or by imprisonment for a term of not exceeding one year, 
or by both such fine and imprisonment.  

 
SEC. 1503.  IMPLEMENTATION OF COUNCIL-MAYOR FORM OF 
GOVERNMENT. The Mayor-Council form of government shall become operative on 
the first Tuesday after the first Monday in January, 1997.  
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The Council shall redraw the current Council office boundaries no later than June 30, 1995, to 
add a Council office designated as Councilmember Number 7. This office shall be filled for an 
initial two-year term at either the direct Primary or General Municipal Election of 1996, taking 
office on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in January, 1997. Thereafter, terms for the 
office of Councilmember Number 7 shall be for four-year terms.

(Amendment ratified 1993 General Municipal Election, April 27, 1993.)

 
SEC. 1504.  EXPANSION OF COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP.
(a) At such time as the population of the City of Fresno reaches 540,000, the Council shall add 
two Council offices to the Council designated as Councilmember Number 8 and Councilmember 
Number 9. For making a determination as to whether the 540,000 population figure has been 
reached, the City shall utilize census data from the Demographic Research Unit of the State 
Department of Finance issued annually on May 1st or a similarly reliable source of population 
figures in the event the Demographic Research Unit no longer provides such information. Within 
180 days of receipt of validated population figures evidencing this population total, the Council 
shall redraw the Council district boundaries, after a duly noticed public hearing, to reflect the two 
additional Council seats.

(b) The two seats shall be initially filled in the next regular municipal election held in which City 
offices are filled. Both Councilmember seats 8 and 9 shall be filled at said next regular municipal 
election. Thereafter, Councilmember seat number 8 shall be filled in the same electoral cycle as 
even-numbered Council seats and Councilmember seat number 9 shall be filled in the same 
electorial cycle as odd-numbered Council seats. Depending on when the election cycle for filling 
Councilmember seat numbers 8 and 9 falls, the initial term for one of the two seats shall be a 
two-year term.

(c) At such time as the Councilmembers designated as Councilmember Number 8 and 
Councilmember Number 9 are installed in office the following provisions shall be deemed 
changed:

(1) All provisions in this Charter for a requirement of an "affirmative vote of at least four 
members of the Council" or any similar language requiring four votes shall be deemed 
changed to require "affirmative vote of at least five members of the Council."

(2) All provision of this Charter for a requirement of an "affirmative vote of at least five 
members of the Council" or any similar language requiring five votes shall be deemed 
changed to require "an affirmative vote of at least six members of the Council."

(Amendment ratified 1993 General Municipal Election, April 27,1993.)

 
SEC. 1505.  OPERATIVE DATE OF CHARTER AMENDMENTS. The 
provisions of the various amendments to the Charter adopted in the May 4, 1993 ballot 
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shall become effective as provided by law but shall be operative in accordance with the 
following rules which are intended to provide a smooth and efficient transition from the 
present municipal election cycle to an election cycle whereby municipal elections are 
consolidated with statewide elections held in June and November of even-numbered 
years and from the present Council-Manager form of government to a strong Mayor form 
of government to be known as Mayor-Council form of government:  
(a) The amendments of Sections 303 and 1400 of the Charter as set forth in the resolution 
submitting the ballot measure to the voters shall be operative on and after January 1, 1994; until 
that date Sections 303 and 1400 as they existed on May 3, 1993, shall remain in full force and 
effect; on and after January 1, 1994, Sections 303 and 1400 as they existed on May 3, 1993, 
shall be deemed repealed, of no further force and effect and superseded by said amended 
sections as approved on May 4, 1993.

(b) The amendment of Sections 203, 204, 300, 302, 305, 400, 401, 500, 501, 600, 603, 605, 
609, 610, 702, 703, 704, 705, 1000, 1202, 1501 of the Charter as set forth in the resolution 
submitting the ballot measure to the voters shall be operative on and after the first Tuesday after 
the first Monday in January, 1997; until that date said sections as they existed on May 3, 1993, 
shall remain in full force and effect; on and after January 1997, said sections as they existed on 
May 3, 1993, shall be deemed repealed, of no further force and effect and superseded by said 
amended sections as approved on May 4, 1993.

(c) Sections 609 and 610, as added to the Charter, and the repeal of Section 707 and 
subsection 1501(g) as set forth in the ballot measure approved by the voters in May 4, 1993 
shall be operative only on and after the first Tuesday after the first Monday in January, 1997.

(d) All other amendments to the Charter adopted by the voters on May 4, 1993, shall be deemed 
operative on their effective date as provided by law or by their operative language.

(Amendment ratified 1993 General Municipal Election, April 27, 1993.)
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